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On the Cover
The young white pine planted in the
Pine Grove in conjunction with Earth
Week in April continues a cycle that
has sustained Hope since the beginning:
the stewardship and generosity of one
generation enriching the experience of the
next. It is true across campus, where the
towering trees of today were the vision of those who
planted them, and it is true in the case of endowed
scholarships (and, indeed, with every gift to the college),
through which the dreams of succeeding generations are
realized through the support of those who came before.
Volume 44, No. 1
August 2012
Published for Alumni, Friends and Parents of Hope
College by the Office of Public and Community
Relations. Should you receive more than one copy,
please pass it on to someone in your community.
An overlap of Hope College constituencies
makes duplication sometimes unavoidable.

“Quote, unquote”

Q

uote, unquote is an eclectic
sampling of things said at and
about Hope College.
Dr. Caroline Simon, professor of philosophy
and associate dean for teaching and
learning, is one of only a handful of
senior scholars nationwide chosen to serve
as mentors for participants in an initiative
of the Lilly Graduate Fellows Program
in the Humanities and Arts. This highly
selective program provides seminars,
conferences and mentoring for graduate
students in humanities and the arts who
are interested in exploring the connections
between Christianity and higher education.
On Wednesday, Feb. 29, she explored the
topic with the Hope community in the address “Gratitude,
Hope and Purity of Heart: Three Virtues of the Christian
Scholar.” Excerpts follow from the closing section.
“In his profound and densely packed little
book, On Hope, theologian Josef Pieper says
that ‘hope is a steadfast turning toward the true
fulfillment of human nature.’ In hope, we reach
with confident and patient expectation toward what
Pieper calls ‘the arduous “not yet” of fulfillment.’
Hope keeps us motivated to live as if we already
inhabit the ideal scholarly community even when
we are also, at the very same time, living in the lessthan-ideal ‘real world.’
“There are multiple roles that hope plays in
the scholarly life. At the mundane level, every new
research project depends on hope. So does every
new attempt to gain understanding of a complex
area of study and every time we put ourselves out
on a limb by voicing an unconventional opinion
or risking taking a new slant on a subject. We also
need hope if we are going to see failure as a new
challenge rather than as a deep reflection on our
ability. We especially need hope if we are going to
take [philosopher Simone] Weil’s recommendations
to heart and throw ourselves into subjects that we do
not have a great deal of natural talent for. We need
hope in order to believe that, as Weil asserts, ‘Every
2
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time that a human being succeeds in making an effort
of attention with the sole idea of increasing his grasp of
truth, he acquires a greater aptitude for grasping it, even
if his effort produces no visible fruit.’ All scholars need
hope in order to continue to believe that if we seek the
truth we will eventually find it. Christians have special
reasons to think that hope will not disappoint us.
“It is, in many ways, easy to recommend the virtue
of hope to young scholars. As Pieper points out, natural
hope blossoms with the strength of youth. You students
who are here have most of your lives, including most
of your scholarly lives, before you. You’ve just begun
to realize all your considerable capacities. There is no
limit to what great things you might do. As Pieper says,
‘Youth is the cause of hope. For youth, the future is long
and the past is short.’
“For Christians the scholarly life must not be a
thing apart. It must be integrated into our ultimate
goal of cultivating the mind of Christ. All of us need
more than just the natural virtue of hope. We need
the supernatural, theological virtue of hope as well.
Supernatural hope is not bound to natural youth.
Supernatural hope connects us with eternity. And in
light of eternity, the past seems short no matter how
long it has been. Hope allows us to patiently exercise
the kind of attention that waits for the truth in longing,
loving expectation. For no matter how long it takes us
to fully grasp the truth, we have hope that we eventually
will. By faith we are confident that we have eternity in
which to learn and grow.
“Pieper observes that hope is closely connected
to two other virtues—being magnanimous and being
humble. ‘Magnanimous’ is a fancy word for the
courage to seek what is great and to become worthy of
it. Those who are magnanimous fully live out the reality
that it is God who works in them, enabling them to both
will and work for God’s good pleasure. A hope-filled,
magnanimous Christian scholar will live in confident
expectation that, if she is fully attentive to God, God will
be glorified in his or her scholarly work. Humility allows
us to fully live in the knowledge and acceptance of the
infinite distance between ourselves as creatures and our
Creator. Humility enables us to take our achievements
lightly. After all, no matter how much truth we uncover,
there is always infinitely more that we have to learn.”
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first liberal arts college in Michigan to offer an accredited athletic training major.
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Events
DE PREE GALLERY
“The Sculpture of Anne Weber”—
Friday, Aug. 24-Friday, Sept. 28
Hope College Alumni Show—
Friday, Oct. 12-Sunday, Nov. 18

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
Fall Semester
Aug. 24, Friday—Residence halls open
for new students, 10 a.m.
Aug. 24-27, Friday-Monday—New
Student Orientation
Aug. 26, Sunday—Residence halls open
for returning students, noon
Aug. 26, Sunday—Convocation for new
students and parents, 2 p.m.
Aug. 28, Tuesday—Classes begin, 8 a.m.
Sept. 3, Monday—Labor Day, classes in
session
Sept. 25-26, Tuesday-Wednesday—
Critical Issues Symposium
Oct. 5-10, Friday, 6 p.m. to Wednesday, 8
a.m.—Fall Recess
Oct. 13, Saturday—Homecoming
Nov. 2-4, Friday-Sunday--Family Weekend
Nov. 22-26, Thursday, 8 a.m. to Monday,
8 a.m.—Thanksgiving Recess
Dec. 7, Friday--Last day of classes
Dec. 10-14, Monday-Friday—Semester
examinations
Dec. 14, Friday—Residence halls close,
5 p.m.

ADMISSIONS
Campus Visits: The Admissions
Office is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays, and from September through
May is also open from 9 a.m. until noon
on Saturdays. Tours and admissions
interviews are available during the
summer as well as the school year.
Appointments are recommended.
Visit Days: Visit Days offer specific
programs for prospective students,
including transfers and high school
juniors and seniors. The programs show
students and their parents a typical day
in the life of a Hope student. The days
for 2012-13 are:
Fri., Sept. 28
Mon., Jan. 21
Fri., Oct. 12
Fri., Jan. 25
Fri., Oct. 19
Fri., Feb. 1
Fri., Oct. 26
Fri., Feb. 15
Fri, Nov. 2
Mon., Feb. 18
Fri., Nov. 9
Fri., March 1
Fri., Nov. 16
Junior Days: Spring-semester Visit Day
programs designed especially for juniors.
Friday, April 5
Friday, April 12
Friday, April 19
For further information about any Admissions
Office event, please call (616) 395-7850, or toll
free 1-800-968-7850; check on-line at www.
hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope College
Admissions Office; 69 E. 10th St.; PO Box
9000; Holland, MI; 49422-9000.
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The gallery is open Mondays through Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free. Please
call the gallery at (616) 395-7500 for more
information.

GREAT PERFORMANCE SERIES
DePue Brothers Band—Friday, Sept.
14, Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Rennie Harris
Puremovement—
Thursday-Friday, Oct.
11-12, Knickerbocker
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Eldar Djangirov
Trio—Wednesday, Nov.
7, Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Suspicious Cheese
Lords—Friday, Jan. 18:
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Theatre Works: Pride and
Prejudice—Tuesday-Wednesday, Feb.
19-20: Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Emerson String Quartet—Tuesday,
April 2: Dimnent Memorial Chapel,
7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $18 for regular admission, $15
for senior citizens, and $6 for children 18 and
under. Season tickets are also available for $63
for regular admission, $50 for senior citizens
and $140 for families.

Joy Harjo and Danielle Cadena
Deulen, poetry/essay, Thursday, Nov.
15
The readings will be at the Knickerbocker
Theatre beginning at 7 p.m. Admission is free.

ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS
Community Day—Saturday, Sept. 1
Includes the sights of Windmill
Island Gardens, a picnic from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the front lawn of
the DeVos Fieldhouse and home
football action with North Park
University at 1:30 p.m. at Holland
Municipal Stadium.
Homecoming Weekend—FridaySunday, Oct. 12-14
Includes new events for all alumni
including the anniversary classes of
1987, 1992, 1997, 2002 and 2007.
Family Weekend—Friday-Sunday,
Nov. 2-4
Winter Happening—Saturday, Feb. 2
Alumni Weekend—Friday-Saturday,
April 26-27
Includes reunion class activities and
the annual Alumni Banquet.

MUSIC
Brown Bag Concert—Friday, Sept.
7: Holland Area Arts Council, 150 E.
Eighth St., noon. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Thursday, Sept. 13:
Sondre Lerche, singer-songwriter,
DeWitt Center main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $18 for regular admission,
$13 for senior citizens, and $6 for
children 18 and under.
Wind Ensemble Concert—Monday,
Sept. 17: Dimnent Memorial Chapel,
7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Orchestra Concert—Friday, Sept.
21: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30
p.m. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Saturday, Sept. 22:
Kasturi Paigude, Indian musician,
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Faculty Recital—Sunday, Sept.
23: Gabe Southard, flute, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 2
p.m. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Friday, Sept. 28:
Kapsails/Ivanovic Guitar Duo,
Knickerbocker Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for regular admission,
$7 for senior citizens, and $5 for
children 18 and under.
Jazz Arts Collective and Jazz
Combos Concert—Thursday, Oct. 4:
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free.
Brown Bag Concert—Friday, Oct.
5: Holland Area Arts Council, 150 E.
Eighth St., noon. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Wednesday, Oct.
24: Mark Elf, jazz guitar, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music,
7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Wind Ensemble “Halloween
Concert”—Wednesday, Oct. 31:
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Thursday, Nov. 1: Arts
Midwest Visiting Ensemble, Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 11
a.m. Admission is free.
Guest Artist—Thursday, Nov. 1:
Gideon Whitehead, classical guitar,
Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 7:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Brown Bag Concert—Friday, Nov.
2: Holland Area Arts Council, 150
E. Eighth St., noon. Admission is
free.
Guest Artist—Saturday, Nov. 10:
Douglas Humpherys, piano, Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7:30 p.m. Admission
is free.

SPORTS SCHEDULES
Please visit the college online at hope.
edu/athletics/fall.html for schedules for
the fall athletic season, including cross
country, football, men’s and women’s
golf, men’s and women’s soccer, and
volleyball. Copies may be obtained by
calling (616) 395-7860.

JACK RIDL VISITING WRITERS SERIES
Oni Buchanan, Jon Woodward,
poetry, Tuesday, Oct. 2
Jeffrey Brown, graphic novels,
Tuesday, Oct. 23
Joy Harjo, Danielle Cadena Deulen,
poetry/essay, Thursday, Nov. 15

For more information concerning the above
events, please call the Office of Public and
Community Relations at (616) 395-7860
or the Office of Alumni and Parent Relations
at (616) 395-7250 or visit the Alumni
Association online at: www.hope.edu/alumni.

TRADITIONAL EVENTS
Opening Convocation—Sunday,
Aug. 26, 2 p.m.
DeVos Fieldhouse
Pull Tug-of-War—Saturday, Sept. 29,
3 p.m.
Across the Black River.
Critical Issues Symposium—
Tuesday-Wednesday, Sept. 25-26
Topic: “Reconciliation: Hope in 		
a Divided World”
Nykerk Cup Competition—
Saturday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m.
Holland Civic Center
Christmas Vespers—SaturdaySunday, Dec. 1-2
Dimnent Memorial Chapel
Baccalaureate and
Commencement—Sunday, May 5
Dimnent Memorial Chapel and 		
Holland Municipal Stadium 		
(DeVos Fieldhouse if rain)

THEATRE
Helen—Friday-Saturday, Oct. 5-6;
Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 10-13
By Ellen McLaughlin
DeWitt Center, studio theatre, 8 p.m.
Sweeney Todd—Friday-Saturday,
Nov. 9-10; Wednesday-Saturday-Nov.
14-17
By Stephen Sondheim
DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for regular admission, $7 for
senior citizens, and $5 for children 18 and under.

TICKET SALES
Tickets for events with advance ticket
sales are available at the ticket office in
the front lobby of the DeVos Fieldhouse,
which is open weekdays from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and can be called at (616)
395-7890.

INSTANT INFORMATION
Updates on events, news and athletics at
Hope may be obtained online 24 hours
a day.

hope.edu

Campus Scene
PRESIDENTIAL
SEARCH: The
college’s presidential
search has been
continuing through the
summer months. At
the spring meeting of
the Board of Trustees,
President James E.
Bultman ’63 was asked to continue through the
2012-13 school year.
The trustees have since approved the next
steps in the search process. A Presidential Search
Committee, comprised of trustees. alumni,
faculty, staff and students and chaired by Joel
E. Bouwens ’74, has gone to work identifying
candidates for the 12th Hope presidency.
Provost Emeritus James N. Boelkins ’66 is
continuing to serve as secretary of the search
committee. CarterBaldwin Executive Search of
Roswell, Ga., has been retained to assist in the
selection process.
Candidates are being asked to submit
application materials by Monday, Oct. 15.
Further information is available at the college
website.
hope.edu/about/presidential
NEW TRUSTEES:
Four new members
have been elected to the
Hope College Board of
Trustees.
Newly elected to serve
four-year terms on the
board are the Rev. Jeffrey
S. Allen ’85 of Littleton,
Colo.; Dr. Annie
Dandavati of Holland,
Mich.; Dr. Barbara
Tacoma ’81 DePree of
Douglas, Mich.; and the
Rev. Dr. Kenneth Eriks ’69 of Holland.
The board has also re-elected Anthony
Castillo of Holland; the Rev. Taylor Holbrook
’80 of Hopewell Junction, N.Y.; Dr. David Lowry
’89 of Holland; David Van Andel ’83 of Grand
Rapids, Mich.; Emilie Wierda of Key Largo, Fla.;
and Dr. Leslie Wong of Grand Rapids to fouryear terms.
Trustees concluding service on the board are
theatre Professor Michelle Bombe of Holland,
the Rev. Dr. Timothy Brown ’73 of Holland; Dr.
Ronald Hartgerink ’64 of South Haven, Mich.;
Dr. Paul Musherure ’93 of Cottage Grove, Minn.;
the Rev. Peter Semeyn ’73 of Traverse City,
Mich.; and Dr. George Zuidema ‘49 of Holland.
Mary VanDis ’80 Bauman of Grand Rapids
is continuing to serve as chairperson, the Rev. Dr.
William Boersma ’75 of Holland is continuing
to serve as vice-chairperson and Dr. Lowry is
continuing to serve as secretary.
hope.edu/nfhc

ASTRONOMICAL
OPPORTUNITY:
The college’s
Harry F. Frissel
Observatory, located
on the roof of
VanderWerf Hall,
captured a unique
moment on Tuesday, June 5: the beginning of the
recent transit of Venus across the front of the sun.
Occurring in pairs eight years apart (2004
and 2012 this time), the phenomenon last took
place in the latter 1800s and next will occur in
the 22nd century. Faculty member Dr. Peter
Gonthier, professor of physics, and summerresearch students Caleb Billman (Hope) and
Catherine Fitch (Grinnell College) prepared
the observatory and then triggered its camera
remotely while observing the event with about 20
other students through telescopes they set up at
Lake Michigan.
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: President
James Bultman ’63 was among those who
participated in the 50th anniversary celebration of
Technos College in Tokyo, Japan, on Saturday,
June 9.
Hope and Technos have had an exchange
relationship, sharing academic prizes and visits,
for more than two decades. Students and a
faculty leader from Technos visit Hope each
spring, and a professor and students from Hope
visit Technos each June.
“We treasure our friendships and the student
and faculty relationships that have evolved over
the past almost quarter of a century,” President
Bultman said. “Students and faculty from both
institutions have benefited greatly from an
enhanced global perspective. It is a relationship
we trust will continue well into the future.”
ONLINE MILESTONES:
Multiple editions of the
student-produced Milestone
yearbook are now online
and available for viewing at
no cost.
The yearbooks have
been added to the college’s
institutional repository,
Digital Commons. Users can search the
yearbooks, download a copy or use an embedded
page flipper to look through the books online and
print specific pages.
With the exception of the most recent five
editions due to publishing rights, most issues are
already available or will be in the near future.
The first edition of the publication appeared
in 1905. It was named the Milestone and became
an annual beginning in 1916.
digitalcommons.hope.edu/milestone

HONORARY DEGREE:
Hope presented an honorary
degree to author Susan
Howatch of England for her
rich and authentic exploration
of the spiritual journey as her
characters wrestle with their
lives and consider the role of the
Christian faith as they do so.
Howatch, whose 20 novels
have sold more than 20 million
copies worldwide and have
been translated into 23 languages, received the
Doctor of Letters (Litt.D.) from Hope on Friday,
May 25, in London, England. It was conferred
by President James Bultman ’63, presented
during a gathering that included the students
and faculty of the college’s London May Term
Program as well as alumni and friends of Hope
from the London area.
Emeritus faculty member Dr. Charles
Huttar has conducted scholarly research focused
on Howatch and her work for several years.
He noted that her thematic focus, informed by
thorough research and deep insight, matches
well the college’s own on-going emphasis on
preparing students for life in a complex world
through an education informed by faith. He
sees a concern with moral issues and issues
of knowledge across her work, especially in
“Starbridge Series,” set in a fictional cathedral
town, and the “St. Benet’s Trilogy,” set at a
fictional modern healing center in London.
“They explore with great honesty the
struggles of credible characters against the lures
of world, flesh and devil made more acute by
the burdens of childhood family traumas,” Dr.
Huttar said. “They are compelling narratives
that display profound insight on both the
psychological and theological levels.”
The citation presented at the award
ceremony further praised Howatch’s work
in other forms, including essays and public
presentations, as well as her reflection on
the relationship between Christian faith and
scientific inquiry.
hope.edu/nfhc

HOPE IN PICTURES:
Please visit the college online
to enjoy extensive photo
galleries organized by topic
and chronicling a variety of
events in the life of Hope.
Pictured is Move-In Day
’11, which hosted the largest
incoming class in the college’s history, some 848
students. As noted on pages eight and nine,
this year’s freshman class is expected to top that
record at some 930-strong.
hope.edu/pr/gallery
June 2012
August
2012
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A Greater Hope

W

hen it comes to planting trees, the
expression goes like this: it’s something
that you’re doing for the next generation.
The maxim has long been embraced at
Hope, where the towering maples, pines and
their kin that today provide shade reflect a
commitment decades ago to making a better
campus for students as yet unborn. The cycle
continues in the present as young trees are
added alongside the old, saplings that will
across the years grow to take their own place as
beloved fixtures of the Hope landscape.
It’s not a bad way to understand endowed
scholarships, which are likewise a gift to those
who follow. The scholarships, however, improve
on the analogy, not least of all because they help
make it possible for young lives to grow through
a transformative Hope education. Further,
while trees sadly do age and fall to time, the

scholarships are enduring, providing support
for as long as there is Hope, generation after
generation.
Enhancing students’ access to a Hope
education is accordingly a major priority of the
A Greater Hope comprehensive campaign. In
fact, endowment for scholarships is the largest
single component of the campaign, which is
seeking $30 million primarily for need-based
awards.
Phyllis Kleder Hooyman ’73 spent most
of her career working with families seeking
to make a Hope education possible, retiring
earlier this summer after serving as director
of financial aid since 1984 and as a member
of the Hope staff since 1974. Her perspective
also extends well beyond campus. She was
active in college financial aid issues on the state,
regional and national levels, including serving

Senior Molly Collins of Prudenville, Mich., is a fouryear recipient of the Palma Family Scholarship.
Co-captain of the softball team this coming year,
she is majoring in physical education and minoring
in health education, and hopes to teach and coach
at the secondary level. It was important to her
that the college could support her educational and
career goals, but her campus visit made it clear that
there was more to Hope as well. “Every person I
encountered was ‘Hey, how are you?’—and didn’t
even know who I was,” she said. She knew that
she’d found the right place for her. The scholarship
helped make it happen.
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The towering trees that enrich the campus reflect
earlier generations’ commitment to making a
better Hope for those who would follow. Endowed
scholarships are of the same spirit, helping make

a Hope education possible for all the generations
to come, transforming the lives not only of the
students who receive them but all those they go on
to shape.

as president of the Michigan Student Financial
Aid Association and as a consultant to the U.S.
Department of Education in Washington, D.C.,
where she addressed both Senate and House
committees.
She counsels families to make a priority of
saving for college early, but understands well
the difference that gift aid makes not only to
students but to the college itself.
“We want to remain competitive. We
want to keep borrowing at a minimum. We
want to keep economic diversity within the
student body and keep Hope’s position in the
marketplace,” Hooyman said. “One way to do
that is with more gift aid.”
She noted that institutional gift aid like
endowed scholarships also reduces vulnerability
to changes in external sources. For example, in
Hope’s home state, the need-based Michigan
Competitive Scholarship and Grant awards
have declined from a high of $2,750 during
2001-02 to $1,512 the past two years -- and
while currently not at risk, funding the
Michigan Tuition Grant for in-state students
attending private colleges was threatened for
many years. Nationally, the Federal Pell Grant
program for students with greatest need is
funded by the discretionary side of the federal
budget, meaning that it’s never certain year-toyear.
“It’s not just a Hope problem. It’s
nationwide, and all colleges are going to feel the
pinch if it happens,” Hooyman said. “It’s all the
more reason for the college to be well prepared
in the event of these scenarios.”
Approximately 63 percent of Hope
students receive need-based aid, and 92 percent
receive aid based on either need or merit. It’s

assistance that makes a difference, and the
students appreciate the opportunity they’re
receiving.
“It has always been my dream to get a
good education and to meet different people,”
said David Mwee, a junior engineering major
from Nairobi, Kenya, who is in his third year as
recipient of the Jellema Scholarship established
in memory of English professor R. Dirk Jellema
with a preference for students from Africa. “If
it was not for the scholarship, it wouldn’t have
been possible.”

Nearly 100 endowed scholarships created
through A Greater Hope – so far

Mwee is pleased with his experience,
especially with dedicated faculty who take the
time to help their students. “I think that makes
Hope such a special place to be,” he said.
“They are always ready to do that.”
He has found the same personableness
more generally, not only at Hope but in the
surrounding area. “Everywhere you go is just
a great community to be in,” he said. “It has
been a great experience—I’ve learned a lot
from the community.”
“I know Hope is hoping to have more
students come from Africa,” he said. “I think
they will have a wonderful time here.”
Senior Molly Collins of Prudenville, Mich.,
is a four-year recipient of the Palma Family
Scholarship, established in memory of Fern
D. Palma ’83 for students with financial need
majoring in music or kinesiology. Collins, who
will be a co-captain of the softball team this

year, is majoring in physical education and
minoring in health education, and hopes to
teach and coach at the secondary level.
It was important to her that the college
could support her educational and career goals,
but her campus visit made it clear that there
was more to Hope as well. “Every person I
encountered was ‘Hey, how are you?’—and
didn’t even know who I was,” she said. She
knew that she’d found the right place for her.
The scholarship helped make it happen.
Not every student gets to interact with
those who have established or supported their
scholarships, but both Mwee and Collins have
valued the opportunity to do so.
“They’re phenomenal people,” Collins
said of Dr. Robert Palma (professor emeritus
of religion) and Mary Toppen-Palma. “They
take me out for dinner at least once a semester.
They’ve taken the time to meet my family,
down to my grandparents. That means a lot to
me as well.”
Mwee has similarly appreciated the
friendship of Mary Jellema, adjunct associate
professor emerita of English.
“She has been a source of
encouragement—taking me home for pizza
and coffee,” he said. “I’m so fortunate to have
her, and to have this scholarship.”
Brian ’71 and Cathy Walchenbach ’74
Koop of Holland, Mich., are among those
who have established some of Hope’s newest
scholarships through A Greater Hope. They
were immediately drawn to the campaign’s
emphasis on supporting students, and have
created endowed scholarships in both business
and English. In addition to being graduates,
they are also each children of alumni and were
parents of students themselves. With three
generations of Hope family history, they know
well the difference that the college makes, and
are excited to be part of a community that has

A Greater Hope Goal: $175 million

$153 million raised (87%)

The largest single fundraising effort in the
college’s history, the $175 million A Greater
Hope comprehensive campaign will benefit
every student as it strengthens the college’s
endowment, adds several new buildings,
and supports immediate needs through the
annual Hope Fund. For more information,
and to explore supporting the college
through the campaign, please visit Hope
on-line at campaign.hope.edu or contact
Mary Remenscheider, Campaign Director, at
remenschneider@hope.edu or (616) 395-7775.

been helping new generations to grow for more
than 150 years.
“Hope College is committed and focused
in students’ development academically,
physically and spiritually, and those are
fundamentals we love,” Brian Koop said.
“Hope has a legacy of academic excellence
and being vibrantly Christian, and if we can
do a little bit to help continue that legacy,
wonderful.”
“We’re hopeful that the students who are
recipients of these scholarships will be seeking
God’s calling,” Cathy Koop said. “This is a
place where they can do that, and we want to
support that. Students can have high ideals
here and can potentially have a huge global
impact.”

“It has always been my dream to get a good
education and to meet different people,”
said David Mwee, a junior engineering major
from Nairobi, Kenya, who is in his third
year as recipient of the Jellema Scholarship
established in memory of English professor
R. Dirk Jellema with a preference for
students from Africa. “If it was not for the
scholarship, it wouldn’t have been possible.”
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his will sound familiar to those who were
following Hope news a year ago:
The college is anticipating a record-sized
freshman class this fall, and potentially recordhigh overall enrollment as well.
Hope doesn’t log enrollment officially until
mid-September, following the formal close date
for the process, but through July the college had
registered more than 900 freshmen, leading Hope
to anticipate more than 3,200 students overall for
the seventh year in a row—and perhaps the most
students ever. The enrollment headcount last
year was 3,249, buoyed by that year’s 848 firsttime students; both were records.
The total follows a strong 2011-12
admissions recruiting year, so it’s not coming
unexpectedly. Correspondingly, across the
summer months the college’s faculty and staff
have been making ready, from adding some 48
course sections to keep classes characteristically

Hope-sized, to purchasing additional cottages and
leasing off-campus apartments to serve as student
housing, assuring an on-campus experience for
new students while providing new options for
upperclassmen.
The focus throughout is on providing, record
enrollment or not, the outstanding experience
that students have come to expect.
“It’s a great gift for the college that this
number of young people and their families want
to send their student here for a Hope education—
an exceptional academic experience in a vibrant
faith community with strong co-curricular
programs,” said Dr. Richard Frost, who is
dean of students and vice president for student
development.
“Every day is an opportunity for us to earn
their respect and repay their trust by our place
with them, and what we do and how we do it,” he
said. “If we do it well, the students won’t know

Major work at Holland Municipal Stadium has included the installation of artificial turf—and the addition of the
college’s name in the end zones and the Hope “H” at midfield. The college is in the process of arranging to purchase
the stadium from the City of Holland.

the difference. They’ll just know it’s a special
year because it’s a large group.”
The adjustments are in addition to some
200 projects on the summer campus “to-do”
list, initiatives ranging from completing major
new facilities to small-scale behind-the-scenes
improvements. Highlights have included
completing the VandePoel-Heeringa Stadium
Courts, which are part of the Etheridge Tennis
Complex at the Ekdal J. Buys Athletic Fields,
and starting work on the “Tom and Ryan Cook

Some 200 projects across campus have helped ready the college for an anticipated 3,200-plus students this fall, including a record-sized incoming class of more than 900. From
left to right, new windows are installed at Wyckoff Hall, part of the on-going upgrade of the college’s residence halls; space on the ground level of VanderWerf Hall is remodeled
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Village,” apartment-style student housing south
of the DeVos Fieldhouse scheduled to be ready
for the fall of 2013. (Both projects are featured
elsewhere in the issue.)
The college has also done major work at
Holland Municipal Stadium, which Hope is in
the process of arranging to purchase from the
City of Holland. Improvements have included
the installation of artificial turf that features the
Hope “H” at midfield and the college’s name in
the end zones.

In anticipation of the start of construction
this fall on the new engineering wing being
added to VanderWerf Hall, the general physics
lab is being relocated from the main floor to the
ground level. Other improvements, spanning
east to west and north to south, have ranged from
replacing the windows of Scott and Wyckoff halls,
to installing new exercise equipment at the Dow
Center, to several dozen maintenance projects
in Hope’s cottages, from new kitchen flooring, to
bathroom remodeling, to re-roofing.

he start of the college’s
151st academic year is
only days away.
Residence halls for new
students will open on Friday,
Aug. 24, at 10 a.m., with
New Student Orientation
beginning later that day and
continuing through Monday,
Aug. 27. Residence halls
for returning students will
open on Sunday, Aug. 26,
at noon.
The annual Opening
Convocation, the formal
Dr. Charlotte
beginning of the school year,
vanOyen-Witvliet
will take place on Sunday,
Aug. 26, at 2 p.m. in the Richard and Helen
DeVos Fieldhouse. The featured speaker will
be Dr. Charlotte vanOyen-Witvliet, who is the
John H. and Jeanne M. Jacobson Professor of
Psychology, and will present “Learning in a Life
that Matters.”
Fall semester classes will begin on Tuesday,
Aug. 28, at 8 a.m.
hope.edu/nfhc

to provide a new home for the general physics laboratory, helping prepare the building for the construction of the new engineering wing; installation of a new roof is just one of
more than 70 projects involving Hope’s cottages; new exercise equipment stands ready to make its way into the Dow Center.
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he moment spoke volumes.

During a campus visit this past year, the
pleased parent of a prospective student made
a rewarding and startling comment to Bill
Vanderbilt ’88, vice president for admissions:
Hope was the first college or university the
family had seen where their campus experience
matched the materials they had received and
what they had found on the institution’s web
site.

in higher education, and our emphasis has
been on assuring that our web site and print
materials reflect that.”
Vanderbilt is co-chair of the college’s ongoing integrated-marketing effort with Dave
Vanderwel ’67, who is interim vice president
for college advancement at Hope. The new
admissions materials that prospective students
and their families enjoyed beginning this
past year—a redesigned website and a series
of more than a dozen brochures—were the

“That’s the ultimate goal for this process: do we understand
who we are, what it is that makes Hope College distinctive,
and are we consistently expressing ourselves that way and
providing that experience with each interaction?”
– Dave Vanderwel ’67, Interim Vice President for College Advancement

The observation was startling because,
really, it should always be that way whatever
school prospective students visit. It was
rewarding because Hope has been working
very deliberately, through a campus-wide
effort that debuted with admissions last year, at
assuring that families and students have exactly
that experience.
“We know that Hope has a warm,
welcoming campus. We are outstanding
academically and integrate a vibrant,
ecumenical Christian faith and excellent
co-curricular programs,” Vanderbilt said.
“Hope offers a great experience that’s unique
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vanguard of a comprehensive process, perhaps
fairly thought of as a philosophy, that will
increasingly inform the Hope experience across
the coming years.
The effort grew out of comprehensive
strategic planning that Hope pursued at the
direction of the Board of Trustees. Titled
Hope in the New Millennium and completed in
2006, the process considered the opportunities
and challenges facing the college in the years
ahead, among them the need to cope with
an increasingly competitive higher-education
market during challenging economic times.
“Those of us who know Hope understand

Symbol of Hope, the anchor is a familiar landmark
and message to those who know the college. More
effectively sharing the distinctive characteristics of Hope
with a broader population—and helping assure that the

the qualities that endear the college to us,
but the need is greater than ever to articulate
the distinctiveness and value of a Hope
education to an even broader population,”
said President Dr. James E. Bultman ’63. “It
became increasingly clear that we needed not
only to find ways to share the Hope story more
effectively, but to better express what it is that
makes Hope special.”
“Hope provides the best undergraduate
education in the country,” he said. “We
should always do our best to show why that’s
true.”
From the beginning, the emphasis has
been not only on sharing the message, but on
understanding what the essence of the message
is and how to express it.
“We heard over and over and over again
that Hope was so much more than we were
telling people, whether it was in our print
materials or on the web,” Vanderbilt said.
Working with EM2, an Atlanta, Gabased marketing firm, the college surveyed
students, alumni, faculty and staff, and others
in developing a consensus view of the main
attributes that define Hope College, to provide
a sense of, in advertising parlance, the college’s
“brand.”
It didn’t take long for a core set of nine
attributes to emerge: a rare combination of
rigorous academics and vibrant Christian faith;
a friendly and welcoming community; close
student-faculty and student-staff relationships;

college remains true to those qualities—is the focus of a
comprehensive, campus-wide effort led by Bill Vanderbilt
’88, vice president for admissions, and Dave Vanderwel
’67, interim vice president for college advancement.

Christian character; a nationally recognized
leader, especially in undergraduate research,
scholarship and life-changing experiences;
a holistic approach to liberal arts and preprofessional education; championship athletics;
remarkable facilities; and a vibrant campus life.
“Everyone surveyed cared about those
things,” Vanderbilt said. “They all felt those
were important characteristics of Hope, even if
they might rank them differently.”
The qualities, of course, aren’t likely to be

The new admissions materials that debuted across
2011-12 were developed to emphasize the distinctive
qualities of the college, the better not only to
acquaint prospective students with Hope but to
reflect what they’d experience in person. It doesn’t
happen that way everywhere.

news to alumni and long-time friends of the
college. That’s as it should be, since the list is
meant to be descriptive—reflecting what Hope
has been and is—and not aspirational.
In fact, the attributes are seen not only
as the main points to emphasize about Hope,
but as priorities for those at the college to
keep in mind in their day-to-day lives, so
that the qualities that are so well appreciated
today remain a part of the Hope weave in the
future.
“The agreement across all the groups is
both affirming and a strength. There’s a clear
understanding of what sets Hope apart, even if
we as an institution haven’t always articulated
it very well,” Vanderwel said.
“At the same time, we should also be
deliberate about assuring that those qualities
truly are a part of the Hope experience and
remain so across time,” he said. “Identifying
them and keeping them before us is a start.
Enhancing these qualities and strengthening
our identity needs to be our goal.”
The new Admissions print and web
materials reflect not only a new emphasis
in substance, but a new look as well, part
of a shift that will also carry college-wide
in the coming months and years, so that all
materials from the college, as with what people
experience, will have a Hope “feel.”
Beyond Admissions, the priority has been
reflected online since January in the major
landing pages of the college’s overall website
and all the pages of the Alumni and Parent
Relations programs.
Some of the stylistic changes are also made
manifest in this issue of News from Hope College.
For example, the headlines and text use new
typefaces that will appear throughout Hope
publications. The blue bars at the bottom of
the cover and each interior page are now in
the new official Hope blue, a slightly darker
shade that experience has shown is easier
to reproduce accurately across a variety of
media than its predecessor (Hope orange
remains the same). The familiar anchor icon
at the bottom of the same pages is now in a
more print-friendly outline than in its longused reversed form (retaining the three-sided
triangle representing the college’s emphasis
on educating mind, body and spirit). Links at
the end of stories to additional content online
also follow the newly standardized college-wide
format.
Elsewhere in the coming weeks, football
fans should also look for the new Hope “H”
mid-field at Holland Municipal Stadium
beginning with the first home game this fall.
The visual process is on-going, with the
changes to be spread across months and even
years as need and project-scale require and

allow. The college’s website, for example, has
thousands of pages. Those won’t be changed
overnight.
“What people will experience will be a
phasing-in as we have the resources and the
need to implement the changes,” Vanderwel
said. “We’re not going to throw out all of our
materials with the old logo on it.”
With all working together, the result
should be a Hope more fully realized and more
clearly shared.
“The ‘brand’ works when it’s consistent
with who you are, and it doesn’t when it’s not,”
Vanderwel said. “That’s the ultimate goal for
this process: do we understand who we are,
what it is that makes Hope College distinctive,
and are we consistently expressing ourselves
that way and providing that experience with
each interaction?”

Essential Hope
It didn’t take long for a core set
of nine attributes to emerge when
the college surveyed students,
alumni, faculty and staff, and
others in developing a consensus
view of the main attributes that
define Hope:
• a rare combination of rigorous
academics and vibrant
Christian faith;
• a friendly and welcoming
community;
• close student-faculty and
student-staff relationships;
• Christian character;
• a nationally recognized leader,
especially in undergraduate
research, scholarship and lifechanging experiences;
• a holistic approach to liberal
arts and pre-professional
education;
• championship athletics;
• remarkable facilities;
• vibrant campus life.
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A Greater Hope

Y

oung players who represent the future of
tennis ushered in a new era as they
inaugurated the college’s new VandePoelHeeringa Stadium Courts this summer.
Just hours after the last striping dried on
Monday, June 4, the courts, which are part of
the Etheridge Tennis Complex at the Ekdal J.
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Buys Athletic Fields, began hosting the local
qualifier camp for high-school-level, district
United States Tennis Association (USTA)
competition. The courts’ main workout began
on Monday, June 11, with the start of the annual
summer Hope College Tennis Academy, which
across its nine-week run was attended by some

Completed earlier this summer, the VandePoel-Heeringa Stadium Courts have been developed as a resource not
only for the college but the community. Featuring 12 courts with stadium viewing on each, the facility is part of the
Etheridge Tennis Complex at the Ekdal J. Buys Athletic Fields, which includes the six-court indoor DeWitt Tennis
Center. “At the Division III level, we definitely have the top facilities in the country,” notes Jorge Capestany, who
manages both the indoor and outdoor courts.

450 players spanning kindergarten through 12th
grade.
The activity even between academic years
reflects that the 12-court facility has been
developed as a resource not only for the college
but for the community. In addition to providing
a new home for the college’s intercollegiate tennis
program, and hosting programs like the Tennis
Academy and the USTA qualifier camps, it is also
available between such activities to those simply
looking for a place to play a game themselves.
The $2.159 million facility, which includes
elevated seating for spectators and an officials’
shelter, is named for Earle Vande Poel ’35 and
George Heeringa ’36, doubles partners on the
Hope tennis team in the 1930s. Funding was
from private donors, including leadership gifts
from the Etheridge, Heeringa and Vande Poel
families as well as a grant from the USTA.
The USTA grant reflects an extensive
review process during which the college worked
with the association to assure that the facility
meets the organization’s quality standards,
including QuickStart lines scaled to the ability

and size of young players.
“We are delighted with the completion
of the new VandePoel-Heeringa StadiumCourts at Hope College and grateful, too, for
the generous support of so many friends of the
college who have made this possible. It will be
a superb facility for recreational, instructional
and competitive play,” said President James
Bultman ’63. “We are especially grateful to
the United States Tennis Association for their
financial, technical and architectural assistance in
complying with their most stringent specifications
for tennis court construction.”
Hope’s tennis facilities also include the sixcourt, 40,000-square-foot DeWitt Tennis Center,
which opened in 1994. The indoor center,
named in honor of the Gary and Joyce DeWitt
family, has itself earned national recognition,
named the “Public Facility of the Year” in 2010
by the Professional Tennis Registry (PTR).
“At the Division III level, we definitely
have the top facilities in the country,” said
Jorge Capestany, who manages both the indoor
and outdoor courts. In fact, he noted, the new

less significant, with the new facility meeting an
immediate need for home-court space.
Competitive tennis has a long history at the
college. The first men’s tennis match with an
outside opponent occurred in 1916, against the
Grand Rapids YMCA. Tennis is Hope’s longestrunning intercollegiate sport for women, played
in a co-ed format when in 1921 Hope men and
women participated in a six-team tournament in
Kalamazoo.
For more than half a century, the college’s
teams played their home matches on the courts
located on Columbia Avenue at 13th Street, but
in recent years the deteriorated condition of the
courts rendered them ineligible for intercollegiate
play. In the interim, Hope’s home matches have
been held at local high schools.
The Columbia-Avenue courts were cityowned, but acquired by the college in 2011. Four
remain for casual play, while Hope has developed
portions of the site for other uses including a
beach-volleyball court for students.
In the first half of the 20th century, the
college had its own courts in two on-campus
locations: southeast of Lubbers Hall; and where
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, built in the 1920s,
now stands.
Construction on the VandePoel-Heeringa
Stadium Courts, part of the college’s A Greater
Hope comprehensive campaign, began in the
fall of 2011. A dedication is being planned for
Saturday, Sept. 22.
The VandePoel-Heeringa Stadium Courts
are located east of Holland Municipal Stadium
near Lincoln Avenue and 13th Street.

outdoor courts are a crown jewel that shines at
any level.
“That facility in and of itself, many people
would think is the nicest facility in Michigan right
now,” said Capestany, who is one of only 10
people world-wide who is a master professional
with both the United States Professional Tennis
Association and the PTR, and has received
multiple regional and national awards for
excellence.
“There are some that are larger, but for
example we have stadium viewing on all 12
courts,” Capestany said. “When you’re up there
on the viewing platform and you look down, it feels
like you’re at the U.S. Open. It’s really powerful.”
Capestany values that Hope plays a role in
encouraging and developing young players. He
noted that the college’s tennis academy is the
state’s largest. Those attending, grouped by
ability, range from five-year-olds learning the
basics on the specially designed “QuickStart”
courts to some of the area’s top-ranked high
school and college athletes.
The impact on Hope students will be no
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iven her academic interests, Hope for junior
Danielle Mila was a natural choice, no
question.
“I really liked the strong sciences
and especially the research,” said Mila, a
biochemistry and molecular biology major
from Livonia, Mich. “And I really liked the
small classes that allowed more interaction with
professors.”
As an incoming student she wanted to get
the most possible from her experience, and
so she signed up for the FACES (Fostering A
Community of Excellence in Science) peer
mentoring program for first-year students
interested in careers in the natural and applied
sciences. FACES is designed for students from
groups traditionally underrepresented nationally

Danielle Mila, junior biochemistry and molecular
biology major
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in such careers, fields described in shorthand as
“STEM” (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics). Across the first year, the students
receive guidance from a sophomore, junior or
senior who is also pursuing a STEM major,
and participate together in a variety of activities

Focused on encouraging students from groups
underrepresented nationally in the natural and applied
sciences to pursue such careers, FACES (Fostering a
Community of Excellence in Science) provides firstyear students with peer-mentoring, seminars and a

“Our hope is to help our students make connections in the
sciences, to Hope College and even to the community. We
know that when connections like that are made, it improves
retention not only at the college but in major and career choice.
Ultimately it helps students learn and succeed in college.”
– Anna Bonnema, Director of FACES

designed to help them in their transition to
college and in preparing for their future career.
“I thought it looked like a good way to
get acclimated to college and to have a good
support group to start off—a group of people
with similar interests to myself,” said Mila, who
has gone on to conduct research full-time at
Hope during each of the past two summers,
working in the laboratory of biologist Dr. Aaron
Putzke.
“Katherine Garcia, who was my mentor
my freshman year, was a junior,” she said. “It
was nice to have someone as an upperclassman
who had been through the same things and was
very knowledgeable about the workings of the
college and getting involved in research.”
FACES, which enters its third year with
a new group of students this month, was
established as one of several initiatives at Hope
funded through a $1.4 million grant from the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
in 2008. Recognizing the present success of

FACES (every student who has been active
in the program has stayed enrolled at Hope,
nearly 90 percent in STEM majors), the HHMI
continues to support the program through a $1
million grant recently awarded to Hope.
Regular meetings with the upper-level
mentors provide an opportunity for the
freshmen to ask questions and learn what to
anticipate as they develop through their time
at the college. Seminars, often featuring guest
speakers, explore topics ranging from study
habits, to public speaking, to career options,
and offer a chance to socialize a bit. The group
also engages in outreach, and during each of the
past two years has conducted hands-on science
demonstrations at the Boys and Girls Club of
Holland, hoping to inspire younger students to
consider STEM careers as well.
“Our hope is to help our students make
connections in the sciences, to Hope College
and even to the community,” said Anna
Bonnema, director of FACES. “We know

variety of other activities both on-campus and beyond.
Above, participants in FACES during 2010-11 lead
hands-on science demonstrations at the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Holland, hoping themselves to inspire
a future generation of scientists.

that when connections like that are made, it
improves retention not only at the college but
in major and career choice. Ultimately it helps
students learn and succeed in college.”
While FACES is focused on the individual
student, the program also works with a broader
perspective in mind. In 2007, underrepresented
minority groups comprised 33.2 percent of
the college-age population of the United
States, but only 17.7 percent of undergraduate
students earning bachelor’s degrees in STEM
fields, according to the National Center for
Educational Statistics.
“We see such an underrepresentation of
minority groups in STEM careers nationwide,”
Bonnema said. “It’s a national issue, and
something that Hope College can have a role in
addressing.”

Maria Eguiluz, sophomore biology and computer
science major

FACES is among multiple efforts at Hope
designed to build enthusiasm for science and to
broaden participation in the college’s nationally
acclaimed science-education program. Such
initiatives range from the science camps
attended by hundreds of children each summer;
to the REACH (Research Experiences Across
Cultures at Hope) program through which
high school students and teachers participate in
summer research at the college; to the college’s
participation in a recently-concluded, fiveyear Undergraduate Research Collaborative
(URC) program (funded by a National Science
Foundation to the City Colleges of Chicago)
to provide school-year and summer research
experiences at Hope and other colleges and
universities to Chicago-area communitycollege students; to scholarship support through
NSF grants in 2007 and earlier this year for
community-college students as well as freshmen
interested in pursuing STEM studies at Hope.
FACES was so successful and well-received
in its first year that it even expanded last fall
to include the community-college transfer
students, who are paired with mentors who were
themselves transfer students.
“FACES’s triangulation of academics, cocurricular activity and mentoring has worked
out really well,” said Dr. Moses Lee, who is
dean for the natural and applied sciences and
a professor of chemistry at Hope. “We’ve
seen a clear correlation between participation
in FACES and retention of the participating
students not only at Hope but in STEM
majors.”
Dr. Lee noted that the program’s emphasis
on community fits well with the division
overall, which makes a priority of increasing
the participation of underrepresented minority
students in NAS programs and getting students
actively involved in learning by doing--and as
part of a team--through collaborative research
with faculty.
“Hope is ideal for it because of the way that
we teach,” he said. “We bring students into
the research community as soon as possible.
In addition to the FACES community, they
also have the community in the laboratory,
connecting with the other students and the
professor.”
Sophomore Maria Eguiluz of Redford,
Mich., who participated in FACES last year,
spent this summer conducting research in the
laboratory of biologist Dr. Aaron Best, in a
collaborative project with computer scientist Dr.
Matthew DeJongh. A biology and computer
science double-major, she enrolled at Hope
already familiar with the college, having studied
Spanish at the college as a high-school junior.

Gerardo Ochoa, junior chemistry major

“I took a class here and really liked the
atmosphere,” she said. “I liked the people
here.”
Hoping one day to become a college
professor herself, she also participated in research
during the summer before her freshman year
through REACH.
Even having already had experience
with Hope, though, Eguiluz appreciated the
program’s activities and especially the mentoring
relationship. “It helped that I knew someone
else,” she said. “We became really good
friends.”
Junior chemistry major Gerardo Ochoa
of Clawson, Mich., a pre-med who spent
this summer in the laboratory of chemist Dr.
Kenneth Brown, likewise gives FACES high
marks.
“I thought it might be good to have a
mentor the first year of college, getting used to
everything,” Ochoa said, recalling his decision
to participate. “The group sessions were really
helpful. FACES also helped me to meet more
people.”
It’s telling that Eguiluz, Mila and Ochoa
have all chosen to continue to stay involved
with FACES as mentors, to give back as others
once gave to them.
“I think it’s very helpful,” Ochoa said.
“I remember feeling so shocked at first and
growing up that year.”
“I’m always looking for ways to get
involved at Hope,” Eguiluz said. “I’m actually
trying to get my friends to be mentors, too.”
“I think it is a really worthwhile program
and a really good group of people,” Mila said.
“I really enjoyed the program as a mentee and
I like being able to share my knowledge with
the incoming class and the experiences that I’ve
been through to help them in their transition to
college.”
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he Rev. Bob Klein ’75, of San Diego, Calif.,
could hardly believe it when he heard the
news that Hope College would be adding lacrosse
as a varsity sport.
“When I heard it, my reaction was, ‘Some
dreams do come true,’” said Rev. Klein, a
Presbyterian Church in America pastor and
church planter who was instrumental in
launching lacrosse as a club sport while he was a
student at Hope.
Hope will offer lacrosse as a varsity sport
for both men and women in the spring of
2013. The addition coincides with a similar
announcement by the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association, the nation’s oldest collegiate
conference, to add lacrosse as a varsity sport.
Both the Hope men’s and women’s teams
enter varsity competition after having enjoyed
great success at the club level. The Flying

Eric Weber ’11 scored 303 goals in his Hope career to
earn All-America honors three consecutive years.
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Dutchmen are coming off an 11-4 record in their
final season in the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse
Association in 2012, and the year before qualified
for the MCLA national tournament. The Flying
Dutch had a 12-4 record last spring in their final
year as a member of the Women’s Collegiate
Lacrosse League, reaching the semifinals of the
league tournament.
The sport of lacrosse at Hope has come a
long way since the day Rev. Klein dreamed of
starting up a team at the college. He had played
lacrosse in high school back in Maryland, and
had played one season of football at Hope before
developing his idea for a team.
“I started going around campus and talking
it up with people, and began organizing practices
with people who had never seen a game before,”
Rev. Klein said.
He posted signs all over the Hope campus
and ordered a film from the National Lacrosse
Hall of Fame to show students what the game
looked like. About 20 people turned out for the
first meeting.
Then came the next big challenge: raising
funds to buy needed equipment. In Rev. Klein’s
junior year, 24 cases of light bulbs arrived at his
off-campus apartment.
“Each case had six-packs of bulbs,” he said.
“I got these guys to go door-to-door with me,
selling light bulbs to raise money for a sport they
had never seen before.”
Eventually, his efforts got the attention of Dr.
Gordon Van Wylen, Hope’s president at the time.
Soon, the two had a conversation over the phone.
“He said if you get up to this (certain)
amount, I’ll match it,” Rev. Klein said.
Rev. Klein and his friends made their target,
and Dr. Van Wylen provided the matching
funds to pay for the purchase of helmets, gloves
and other needed equipment. Soon, Hope’s

Although new as a varsity sport, Hope College
lacrosse has a rich history, with the men’s and
women’s teams starting as clubs in the mid-1970s
and 2000 respectively. Above, the men’s team is

The sport of lacrosse at
Hope has come a long way
since the day Bob Klein
’75 dreamed of starting
up a team at the college as
a student.

maintenance staff provided another assist as they
made the goals at no cost.
“I gave them the dimensions of what the
goals were for,” Rev. Klein said. “They made
them out of spare steel pipes they had lying
around.”
The Rev. Tim Van Heest ’76, a Reformed
Church in America pastor who serves two
churches in the Albany, N.Y., area, recalls some
of the early practices. Rev. Van Heest had never
played lacrosse before coming to Hope, and he
remembered one practice during which he and
a teammate were impeding each other by crosschecking and pushing their sticks into each other’s
backs, which are illegal. He credits Rev. Klein for
teaching him and his other teammates the right
way to play the game.

at an away game in the 1970s at The Ohio State
University; at right foreground is Bob Klein ’75,
who as a student initiated and led the effort to
start the club.

“Once Bob taught us the rules and the
strategies and skills of the game, we caught
the melody of the sport and it became an
invigorating challenge,” said Rev. Van Heest,
who played his last three years at Hope and
continued to play beyond that as a student at
Western Theological Seminary.
The team sometimes ran into challenges
finding locations to practice. The parking lot at
the former Sixth Reformed Church, the former
General Electric plant at 16th Street and U.S.
31, and the former Carnegie Gym all served as
practice locations, Rev. Van Heest said.
Finally, in the spring of 1974, the Hope
men’s lacrosse club team took to the field for
the first time against an established Hillsdale
College team. Hope took to the field with just
13 players – teams play 10 to a side – and only
three had ever played a competitive game of
lacrosse before.
Still, the Flying Dutchmen stunned the host
Chargers, as Rev. Van Heest scored the game’s
first goal. “It only infuriated them,” Rev. Klein
said with a laugh.
Hillsdale went on to win the game, 212. Despite the inauspicious start, the Flying
Dutchmen did win three games that first season.
Interest in lacrosse began to grow. Mike
Schanhals ’90, who has coached the men’s
lacrosse club team since 2005 and will be the
first varsity coach for the Flying Dutchmen,

remembers being invited to join Hope’s team
as a student in the late 1980s. The team needed
a goalie. Schanhals went to a tryout and was
hooked.
“It was the speed of the game, the passing,
the eye-to-hand (coordination) with the ball and
stick, the physical contact,” said Schanhals, who
coached East Grand Rapids High School to two
state championships before coming to Hope.
“It’s a beautiful game, it’s really fun to play. I
instantly loved it.”
The women’s club lacrosse program was
added in 2000. Tracy Benjamin ’09, who was
head coach of the Flying Dutch women’s club
team the past two seasons and will be the first
women’s varsity coach, arrived at the college five
years later as a student, having played lacrosse in
high school in her hometown of Naperville, Ill.
“I just really enjoyed the speed of the game.
It’s a very fast-paced game, especially if you
have skilled players,” said Benjamin, who was
team captain her sophomore year and president
of the club her last two years as a student.
Across the past two seasons, Benjamin has
coached the team to 23 wins, setting school
records during each season, and the team’s first
WCLL-playoff appearances. She believes the
introduction of lacrosse as a varsity sport will
raise the team’s level of play even higher.
“I think the announcement is going to draw
a lot of those experienced athletes,” Benjamin
said. “Previously, our teams have been a mix of
experienced athletes and those who had never
played before but wanted to try it.”
Katie Sabourin, a junior from Grand Blanc,
Mich., who scored a team-high 49 goals last
spring for the Hope women’s club team, says
the introduction of lacrosse as a varsity sport
has given her an opportunity to connect with
other students who represent the college on the
athletic field.
“We’re interacting with the other studentathletes, the other coaches and getting to know
them better,” said Sabourin, who attended
a Hope student-athlete leadership retreat in
Montana during the summer.
Josh Kamstra, a senior from Zeeland,
Mich., will be captain for the first men’s varsity
team. He is excited about the opportunity to
represent the college in a game he has played
since high school.
“This is an added bonus (to my experience
as a student), to be an NCAA athlete,” said
Kamstra, who has played for two years
in the men’s club program. “I think the
competition will be a step up, but nothing out
of the ordinary. Hopefully, our transition goes
smoothly and we can continue to succeed at the
next level.”

Seven MIAA schools will compete
in lacrosse in spring 2013. Besides Hope,
competing schools will include Adrian, Albion,
Alma, Calvin, Olivet and Trine. With seven
competing schools, the MIAA will have an
automatic qualification into NCAA Division III
tournament play.
Rev. Klein has continued to share his love
for lacrosse alongside his work in the pastoral
ministry. He started a lacrosse team at a San
Diego high school six years ago and still serves
as its coach, and also started a middle school
program as well. He says he’ll keep an eye on
how lacrosse develops as a varsity sport at his
alma mater.
“I’m very excited about the prospects for
Hope,” he said.

With the introduction of lacrosse
as an intercollegiate sport, the college is
building a list of alumni who participated
in or coached club lacrosse over the years.
This will allow us to keep lacrosse alumni
informed of events planned during the
inaugural year. Please check the listing on
the News from Hope College website. If you
aware of anyone who is missing from the
list please email huisingh@hope.edu.
MEN LACROSSE ALUMNI

hope.edu/athletics/mlacrosse/
alumni.html
WOMEN LACROSSE ALUMNI

hope.edu/athletics/wlacrosse/
alumni.html

Katie Sabourin ’15 achieved All-America status in 2012,
a first for Hope women’s lacrosse.
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By Chris Lewis ’09

“W

hat are your gifts?”

“What are you most passionate about?”
“How will you use your talents to your utmost
potential to positively impact the world?”
The self-reflection questions that the Hope
Entrepreneurship Initiative (HEI) program poses
of prospective students set the bar high.
“Unfortunately, the answers to some of life’s
most important questions cannot be found in
textbooks,” said Dr. Steve VanderVeen, who
is a professor of management and the director
of the college’s Center for Faithful Leadership
(CFL), which coordinates HEI. “But, they can
be discovered through integrative experiences,
guided by mentors, theoretical frameworks, and
personal reflection.”
Emphasizing three key concepts, “Real
World Experience. Turning Ideas into Reality.
Achieving Passions,” HEI ambitiously seeks
to change the lives of those who participate by
helping them discern their vocation and develop
skills that will serve them well in the future, no
matter which career path they choose to follow.
“Creativity, collaboration, the ability to
communicate, a sense of calling, discipline and
focus, and passion are more vital now than ever,”
Dr. VanderVeen said. “As the world becomes
flatter and more competitive, students will have to
become more entrepreneurial.”
When HEI was first envisioned, the desire
was to create a program in which students of
all academic backgrounds could participate,
whether or not they were business majors. True
to that vision, HEI participants have come from
departments campus-wide, spread across each
of the college’s four academic divisions: the arts,
humanities, natural and applied sciences, and
social sciences.
Since 2007, HEI has offered a May Term
course titled LDRS 231, “Entrepreneurial
Leadership.” The course helps students explore
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whether or not entrepreneurship is their
calling and, if it is, how they may be able to
cultivate a fruitful career as an entrepreneur
upon graduating from Hope. Students form
teams to brainstorm a wide range of inventions
and business ideas, with an ultimate goal of
transforming one of their visions into reality.
“It was mostly an academic exercise until the
HEI Summer Fellowship Program was launched
in 2012,” Dr. VanderVeen explained. “Then
learning became much more real.”
The HEI Summer Fellowship Program
is a 10-week-long incubator in which students
actually design their own business, non-profit
organization, or product under the guidance of
a mentor and a host of community volunteers.
Their education is supplemented by educational
workshops and informal lunches with West
Michigan-based entrepreneurs.
Regardless of whether they are enrolled in
LDRS 231 or accepted into the HEI Summer
Fellowship Program, students also have an
opportunity to meet with HEI’s mentor, Jim
Cnossen, on a regular basis. Cnossen, a former
Ford Motor Company executive, intrapreneur,
and consultant to start-up companies, helps

The Hope Entrepreneurship Initiative (HEI) helps
students explore whether or not entrepreneurship
is their calling—and, if so, provides them with the
opportunity and mentoring to help them turn their
vision into reality.

Senior Scott Brandonisio of Troy, Mich., is developing
a headband that actively cancels exterior sounds,
removes light and collects a hospital patient’s vital
signs. The signs are then transmitted to a hospital’s
central nursing station, while the patient sleeps soundly.

Junior Katie Ghekiere of Farmington Hills, Mich.,
is developing her own greeting card company, “The
Paper Lilac,” which markets handmade birthday cards
and thank-you cards as well as “idea packets” featuring
materials like glitter and construction paper which
purchasers can use to design their own cards.

students understand and initiate the “Lean
Startup Process.”
By teaching this process, the program is
akin to the college’s acclaimed model of teaching
through undergraduate research, through which
students not only pursue a specific project,
mentored by a faculty member, but learn skills
that translate more broadly.
“Through HEI, students learn a general
process of problem-solving: they assess a situation,
brainstorm and form hypotheses, test hypotheses,
and then make a decision,” Dr. VanderVeen
said. “Such skill sets are vital for all Hope
students to learn, whether or not they become
entrepreneurs.”
In the past, former Fellows, such as Kylen
Blom ’12 of Holland, Mich., and senior Drew Born
of Caledonia, Mich., have successfully established
their own businesses and received national

recognition for doing so. With the development
of “My Great Lake,” a start-up apparel company
focused on celebrating and conserving each
of Michigan’s five Great Lakes, Blom recently
won a $2,000 first-place prize at Grand Rapids,
Mich.’s “5x5” entrepreneurship competition. He
is currently focused on using the funds to further
develop the company’s product line.
At the same time, Born’s website,
ReindeerCAM.com, which features live footage
of Santa Claus feeding his reindeer, has been
recognized by news outlets such as CNN and
ABC.
Three recent Fellow participants, senior
Scott Brandonisio of Troy, Mich., junior Katie
Ghekiere of Farmington Hills, Mich., and Emi
Amy Hattori ’12 of Hacienda Heights, Calif., are
determined to utilize the skill sets and lessons they
have acquired during their LDRS 231 courses
and fellowships to create their own successful
start-ups as well.
Brandonisio is developing a headband that
actively cancels exterior sounds, removes light,
and collects a hospital patient’s vital signs. The
signs are then transmitted to a hospital’s central
nursing station, while the patient sleeps soundly.
In July, he received a provisional patent for the
device.
“It will enable a patient to have a better
night’s sleep in what is traditionally a noisy and
disruptive environment,” Brandonisio said.
“Patients will no longer need to be awakened
throughout the night to check vital signs, which
will help them recover faster and leave hospitals
sooner.”

At the same time, Ghekiere is developing
her own greeting card company, known as The
Paper Lilac, which currently markets handmade
birthday and thank-you cards, as well as “idea
packets.” The packets feature materials like
glitter and construction paper, which purchasers
can use to design their own cards.
“I first created greeting cards as a means
to raise money for a mission trip,” Ghekiere
said. “A few months later, Dr. VanderVeen
spoke about HEI during my Management class,
so I decided to ask him how I could market my
cards. Before long, I not only applied for the
HEI program, but also began to create my own
company.”
Meanwhile, Hattori enrolled in HEI’s
independent study program this spring, and
is now producing a service she believes will
help businesses and non-profits effectively use
Facebook and other web-based tools to market
their products and services.
“I want to share Facebook and other webbased tools with more people and show them
how effective of a marketing tool it really can be,”
Hattori said. “By participating in HEI, I believe I
will be prepared to achieve these goals.”
A number of Hope students have also taken
advantage of HEI’s idea pitch and business plan
competitions. During idea pitch competitions,
students have 90 seconds to present an “elevator
pitch” to a group of judges in order to sell their
ideas, regarding products or services. In the
meantime, business plan competitions offer
students opportunities to deliver 10-minutelong PowerPoint presentations to a panel of

“Through HEI, students learn a general process of problemsolving: they assess a situation, brainstorm and form
hypotheses, test hypotheses, and then make a decision.  Such
skill sets are vital for all Hope students to learn, whether or not
they become entrepreneurs.”
– Dr. Steve VanderVeen, 		
Professor of Management and Director,
Center for Faithful Leadership

Emi Amy Hattori ’12 of Hacienda Heights, Calif., is
producing a service to help businesses and non-profits
effectively use Facebook and other web-based tools to
market their products and services.

judges, which primarily focus on problems in
the marketplace and their solutions to such
problems. Students may also participate in
other entrepreneurial competitions, such as the
Accelerate Michigan Innovation Competition
(billed as the world’s largest business pitch
competition); StartGarden (in which Blom, Born
and junior Travis Rooke of Granville, Ohio,
each won $5,000); and the West Michigan
Colleges and Universities Group Business Plan
Competition (in which Brandonisio claimed
second place last year).
In the future, Dr. VanderVeen hopes
to expand the HEI program. LDRS 231:
“Entrepreneurial Leadership” will now be
offered both in the fall semester and during May
Term, so that it is accessible to more students.
Additional fellowships will also be offered to
students who have participated in HEI’s summer
incubator, have the most promising ideas, and
perceive entrepreneurship as their calling. In
addition, all students, whatever their level of
involvement, are encouraged to meet with
Cnossen and participate in HEI’s mentoring
process.
“Like other programs at Hope, HEI helps
students answer very important questions and
develop very important skills,” Dr. VanderVeen
said. “Even if HEI students do not choose
entrepreneurship as a career, they will learn
how to problem-solve, network, and build
relationships, skills that are extremely valuable in
today’s job market.”
“To me, that type of education is priceless,”
he said.

June 2012
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t’s been dubbed the “Medical Mile.”

Downtown Grand Rapids, a bit less
than 30 miles away from Hope, has been
experiencing a major renaissance in the life
sciences, development focused especially along a
stretch of Michigan Street (hence the nickname),
and including major hospital, research and
educational centers. The Detroit Free Press in 2011
described the corridor as transforming the city,
noting, “Today, after $1 billion in public and
private investment, there are 14,500 jobs and
a thriving medical community that has helped
prevent an aging manufacturing base from
backsliding, according to local development and
industry experts.”
It’s a compelling environment in which
to work, drawing medical professionals and
researchers from around the country and abroad
to join with others who have provided long-time
service to the region to make a lasting difference
to the community. Numerous alumni are of
course a part of that cohort, including physicians
like Dr. Timothy Griffin ’80 and Dr. Michael
Dickinson ’87, specialists who have appreciated
singular opportunities to apply their expertise to
growing programs.

Dr. Timothy Griffin ’80 returned to
West Michigan in late 2010 to take a senior
administrative role with Helen DeVos Children’s
Hospital, which was on the eve of opening a
brand-new, 212-bed, 440,000-square-foot facility.
He joined the staff with decades of experience in
pediatric medicine and administration, including
most recently as a member of the Memorial
Medical Group in South Bend, Ind., and 15 years
in Forth Worth, Texas, where he was director of
the pediatric hematology/oncology department
at Cook Children’s Medical Center and chairman
of the board of the Cook Children’s Physician
Network.
He is the hospital’s Pediatrician-in-Chief
and pediatric department chief of Helen DeVos
Children’s Hospital Physicians for Spectrum
Health Medical Group, a multispecialty group
practice with more than 600 providers. He
weaves the specialists together, coordinating
appointments and treatments to provide as
seamless and efficient an experience as possible
for the children the hospital serves. The hospital
cares for more than 7,600 inpatients and 190,000
outpatients annually.
“We do anything we can do to make that a
little bit easier on them,” he said. “It just helps

The “Medical Mile” in Grand Rapids provides a compelling
environment in which to work, drawing medical professionals
and researchers from around the world and abroad to join with
others who have provided long-time service to the region to
make a lasting difference to the community.
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Dr. Timothy Griffin ’80 returned to West Michigan
in late 2010 to take a senior administrative role with
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital, which was on the
eve of opening a brand-new, 212-bed, 440,000-squarefoot facility. He is Pediatrician-in-Chief and pediatric
department chief of Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital
Physicians for Spectrum Health Medical Group.

Dr. Michael Dickinson ’87 has valued the chance to play
a leadership role in expanding the area’s capability in his
specialty of cardiology. He is medical director for heart
failure and transplant, responsible for all of the heart
failure programs including heart transplant, ventricular
assist devices and advanced heart failure, at the Spectrum
Health Fred and Lena Meijer Heart Center, as well as a
partner in West Michigan Heart.

reduce the stress and gives them a little more time
for activities outside the system.”
Dr. Griffin values the broader context in
which the hospital operates.
“The sophistication and advancement of
our medical community is fueling the potential
to attract people here who are drawn by the
opportunity, and that’s really raising the level of
care here,” he said. “At the end of the day, what
it does is enhance services—possibilities for kids
and families in our region.”
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital will be a
familiar name to many in the Hope community:
it has been the focus of the college’s studentorganized Dance Marathon since the annual
event began in 2000.
It is also a name that is receiving national
recognition. The hospital is listed as one of U.S.
News & World Report’s 2012-13 Best Children’s
Hospitals, receiving top-50 recognition in
six of 10 specialty categories, a feat equaled
or surpassed by only 47 other programs
nationwide.
“This is proof of principle that we can
compete with nationally known children’s
hospitals,” Dr. Griffin said.

The recognition means all the more since
the hospital is relatively young. It opened in
1993 as an expansion of the neonatal intensive
care unit at Butterworth Hospital (now part of
the Spectrum system). The hospital moved into
its own 14-story facility in January 2011.
“We’ve gone from that to this in less than
30 years,” Dr. Griffin said. “It’s unbelievable.
You could not find anyplace else in the United
States where so much progress has been made
in such a short time.”
Dr. Michael Dickinson ’87 has valued
the chance to play a leadership role in
expanding the area’s capability in his specialty
of cardiology. He is medical director for
heart failure and transplant, responsible for
all of the heart failure programs including
heart transplant, ventricular assist devices and
advanced heart failure, at the Spectrum Health
Fred and Lena Meijer Heart Center, as well as
a partner in West Michigan Heart.
Having recently completed fellowships
for specialized training at both Michigan
State University and the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation, he could have gone anywhere but
was glad to return in 2006 to Grand Rapids,

where he had previously practiced for a number
of years after first serving as a flight surgeon in
Virginia with the U.S. Navy. The quality of life
in West Michigan itself, with family ties, was a
part of that decision, but he was no less drawn
by a thriving medical community that offered
the opportunity to add life-saving services for
patients in need.
“It is exciting to see,” he said. “There
were a lot of people with vision for what it
could mean to have advanced services in Grand
Rapids.”
He is proud to have been involved in
launching, two years ago, the center’s Heart
and Vascular Institute, which brings specialists
together in planning how best to meet the needs
of patients, as opposed to individual physicians
working in isolation.
“We all sit down in the room together
and we figure out what is the best approach to
solve the problem,” he said. “It’s a completely
different way of thinking—it’s a lot more
mature.”
The institute structure, he noted, has been
crucial in supporting another launch: the
initiation of heart transplants. Patients in the
region previously needed to travel to Chicago
or Ann Arbor for the procedure, which Dr.
Dickinson noted added financial and emotional
hardship to their experience.
Since achieving its certification in
November 2010, the center has performed
19 transplants, with many patients benefiting
from the presence of family and friends that
just couldn’t have happened if they’d had to
travel farther away. “To see 20 people all there
supporting each other—that’s pretty cool,” he
said.
Transplants are of course just part of the
center’s activity, which includes more than
13,000 cardiac patients annually and continues
to grow, a matter of demand and supply
fostering one another.
“We’re able to do more, which means
that we’re able to build more programs, which
means we’re able to do more,” Dr. Dickinson
said.
The “Medical Mile’s” life-sciences
emphasis is a natural fit and has provided many
opportunities for students at Hope, which has
a strong research program in the natural and
applied sciences, and where some 600 students
are typically preparing for one of several career
paths in the health sciences.
Faculty and students alike work in
collaboration with the Van Andel Institute,
which emphasizes disease research with
a primary focus on cancer, and science
education (the institute even guarantees

a summer internship for a Hope student;
alumni have also enrolled in the institute’s
Ph.D. program in the biomedical sciences).
An Early Assurance Program agreement
with the Michigan State University College
of Human Medicine, which operates at the
Secchia Center in Grand Rapids as well as
East Lansing, guarantees spots to qualified
pre-med graduates from Hope. A partnership
between Hope and the Grand Valley State
University Kirkhof College of Nursing, located
on the corridor in the Cook DeVos Center for
Health Sciences, assures seats in the program’s
master’s-level Clinical Nurse Leader and
Doctor of Nursing Practice programs. The
Spectrum Health System is among the many
partners in West Michigan, including of course
in Holland, that provide essential clinical and
field placements for students in the health
professions.

The life-sciences emphasis
is also a natural fit and
has provided many
opportunities for students
at Hope, which has a
strong research program
in the natural and applied
sciences, and where some
600 students are typically
preparing for one of
several career paths in the
health sciences.

And that’s only so far. The renaissance
isn’t over.
“Hope is well served by being not only in
a hometown but a region that complements
and enhances the education that the college
provides,” said Dr. Moses Lee, who is the dean
for the natural and applied sciences and a
professor of chemistry at Hope. “The life sciences
development in Grand Rapids offers a huge
opportunity for our faculty and for our students to
engage in collaborative, cutting-edge, biomedical
and bioengineering research and learning, for
the present and also in the future as the area
continues to develop.”
June 2012
August
2012
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“Residential
Village”
to Emphasize

Community

A

new “residential village” under construction
at Hope will create a mini-neighborhood
for 60 students starting in the fall of 2013.
The four townhouse-style apartments, the
“Tom and Ryan Cook Village,” will be placed
in a “U” design along 11th and 12th streets
and Lincoln Avenue, a configuration that will
give them a shared quadrangle-style backyard.
Construction began in June and is scheduled
to be complete in time for the 2013-14 school
year. The total project cost is approximately $3.6
million.
The exterior design will feature large back
porches meant to make a focal point of the
quadrangle space created by the four structures.
Sidewalks through the space are planned to help
make the site a more welcoming backyard for the
residents and an integral part of the campus.
“From a programmatic standpoint, it
connects the core campus with some of the other
facilities on the eastern side of campus, and
provides a high-end apartment-style residential
opportunity for some of our upper-level students,”
said President James E. Bultman ’63.
President Bultman noted that Hope has
sought to develop a project that will blend well
into the existing neighborhood, which includes

Construction on the residential village began in June
and is scheduled to be complete in time for the 2013-14
school year.
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Consisting of four townhouse-style apartments, the new “Tom and Ryan Cook Village” will create a minineighborhood for 60 students just south of the Richard and Helen DeVos Fieldhouse.

not only the DeVos Fieldhouse to the north and
college-owned houses to the west, but private
residences to the east and south.
“The college has worked very closely with
the architects, the city and the neighbors to
create a size and scope for the village that would
be compatible with the surrounding residential
community,” he said. “Hence the design of
smaller units with less height than a typical
residence hall might entail.”
Built of brick and featuring the Flemishstyle architecture and angled roofs of campus
landmarks like the Van Wylen Library and other
recent additions to the campus, the two-story
buildings are designed to offer apartment-style
living in space designed from the ground up with
students in mind, according to Dr. Richard Frost,
who is vice president for student development and
dean of students at Hope.
“Our priority was to develop the right kind of
housing for Hope students and the Hope College
experience, to support community as well as the
academic mission of the college,” he said.
“It’s also going to be drop-dead gorgeous,”
Dr. Frost said. “Any way you look at it, from my
standpoint it’s going to be hard to beat.”
Two of the units will be duplexes housing
10 students on each side, and two will be single
structures housing 10 students each. The overall
complex will be co-educational, but each of the
six units will be single-gender, housing either men
or women.
Each unit will total between 4,800 and
4,900 square feet, and will include five doubleoccupancy bedrooms spread across the first and
second floors, a first-floor kitchen and living
room, small study areas on the top floor and a
large study area/meeting room on the basement/
ground level.
The new units, Dr. Frost said, are meant to
capture the home-like atmosphere of the college’s
cottages but with amenities that complement
having 10 students living together, like three full

bathrooms, two refrigerators and air conditioning.
While the new buildings will help accommodate
Hope’s enlarged enrollment, in the long term the
college plans to retire some of the cottages that
have been in use for many years.
Architectural design for the project was by
Design Plus Inc. of Grand Rapids, Mich. The
construction manager is Lakewood Construction
of Holland.

Built of brick and featuring
the Flemish-style architecture
and angled roofs of campus
landmarks like the Van Wylen
Library and other recent
additions to the campus,
the two-story buildings are
designed to offer apartmentstyle living in space designed
from the ground up with
students in mind.
The complex is being named in honor of a
major gift to the college from the Peter C. and
Emajean Cook Foundation. Thomas M. Cook
’67 of Grand Rapids and Ryan T. Cook ’96 of
Ada, Mich., are a son and grandson respectively
of the late Peter C. and Emajean Cook. The
college’s Cook residence hall on 10th Street,
which was completed in 1997 and expanded in
2006, is named in honor of Peter C. and Emajean
Cook.
A gallery of images featuring the construction
is available on the college’s web site.
hope.edu/pr/gallery

Campus Scene

Helping

Together

O

ne principle of Hope’s approach as a liberal
arts college is that all disciplines are part
of a whole, and that students are served well
in being prepared to understand and make a
difference in the world from the perspective of
such completeness.
It’s only appropriate that faculty from across
campus find ways to do more together than
would be possible alone.
Dr. Ernest Cole (English), Dr. Tamba
M’Bayo (history) and Dr. Steve Smith
(kinesiology) united to send new and gently
used sports equipment to Sierra Leone. The
equipment reached its destination earlier this
summer and is finding new purpose serving
amputees who are rebuilding their lives in the
wake of the nation’s 1991-2002 civil war.
Dr. Cole, who is an assistant professor of
English and Towsley Research Scholar, and
Dr. M’Bayo, who is an associate professor of
history, are both originally from Sierra Leone
and remain actively interested in helping those
still in their native land. Dr. Cole’s research
focuses on peace, forgiveness and reconciliation,
and he has looked in particular at Sierra Leone,
documenting the experiences of survivors
of punitive amputation during the civil war.
Initiatives that he has chronicled include a

“There was so much
enthusiasm, passion,
energy and a deep sense of
appreciation that people in
the neighborhood flocked
around us to see what was
going on.”
– Dr. Ernest Cole,
Assistant Professor of English and
Towsley Research Scholar

Hope faculty from three departments teamed up to
collect sports equipment for participants in a soccer
league in Sierra Leone for amputees—survivors of
the nation’s 1991-2002 civil war. Above, appreciative
players surround Dr. Ernest Cole of the Hope English
faculty after receiving the equipment earlier this
summer. At left. Dr. Cole, Dr. Tamba M’Bayo of the
history faculty and Dr. Steve Smith of the kinesiology
faculty with just a portion of the material this spring.

soccer league for those who lost limbs.
Dr. Smith, who is the head men’s soccer
coach and a professor of kinesiology at Hope,
saw a video documentary on the college’s web
site about Dr. Cole’s research, and realized that
he could help. For several years, since learning
about the opportunity at a national convention,
he’s been collecting “pass-back” equipment from
manufacturers—items such as single, unmatched
soccer shoes that sales representatives might have
used as samples—and sharing it and other used
sports items with communities in need.
“Here we are seven years later, and all this
pass-back equipment keeps coming to me,” Dr.
Smith said. “I think I must have gotten 400
individual shoes since that first shipment.”
The three Hope professors subsequently
collected a variety of items, including not only
the shoes but used equipment contributed from
elsewhere, such as Chicago Fire uniforms and
Hope athletic warm-ups that had recently been
replaced.
Dr. Cole’s research took him to Sierra
Leone again this summer. Across three weeks, he
focused on follow-up interviews with amputees
on injury and identity and also on the dynamics
between identity and prosthetic function; the

culture of disability in society; welfare programs
and assistance from the government, nongovernmental organizations and other institutions
like the church and humanitarian groups.
The visit included the opportunity to
experience first-hand the immense gratitude with
which the materials were received.
“The mood was electric when I arrived at
the training camp of the amputee soccer team,”
Dr. Cole said. “It was raining heavily, but we
all braved the downpour to make sure that the
distribution of the soccer cleats and other items
was evenly done.”
“There was so much enthusiasm, passion,
energy and a deep sense of appreciation that
people in the neighborhood flocked around us to
see what was going on,” he said. “The amputees
did a short African dance of appreciation for me,
they prayed collectively for me while laying hands
on me, and the secretary of the club, himself
an amputee, offered the vote of thanks to Hope
College and especially to Dr. Smith.”
Editor’s Note: Dr. Cole’s research and the way that it has
also involved Hope students was featured in the December
2010 issue of News from Hope College, which is
available in pdf form on the college’s web site. During the
fall semester he also plans to upload to the college’s YouTube
channel a video featuring the ceremony of appreciation.
hope.edu/nfhc
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A

lumni support of the college is vital for the success
of Hope students. As alumni of Hope, you’ve
heard this before, perhaps as an appeal as you reach for
your pocketbook to support the college. And while the
$6 million or more you collectively give to Hope each
year is incredibly important, consider these statistics:
•

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 70
percent of jobs are found through networking.
• Almost 40 percent of the Class of 2011 cited an
internship experience as a factor that helped them
secure employment after Hope.
• Many current students use job shadowing,
internships or career related informational
Scott Travis ’06
interviews to discern the direction of their career or
Director of Alumni and
to meet higher requirements for graduate schools,
Parent Relations
especially in certain health professions.
• Only 11 percent of alumni are currently members of the Career
Resource Network, signing up to be contacted directly by Hope
students.
• More than 100 members of the incoming Class of 2016 express an
interest in engineering and almost 300 express an interest in health
professions.
This last point is not surprising, as Hope has a long-standing
tradition in health professions and a fast-growing program in engineering,
both meeting the needs of growing industries in our country and around
the world. These programs also have great resources on campus. People
like Tahnee Hartman ’92 Prokopow work with the Career Resource
Network to make important student-alumni connections as Health
Professions Advisors. To support the growing interest in engineering,
Hope has plans for a 9,000-square-foot addition to VanderWerf Hall.
The strength of these programs and others like them at Hope,
combined with the networking connections of more than 30,000 alumni
around the world, have the potential to play a powerful role in the lives of
our students.
No matter your career or time available, if you are looking to make
this type of impact through sharing your expertise, consider signing up
for the Career Resource Network. You can learn more at hope.edu/
alumni/career or simply e-mail us at alumni@hope.edu and we will get
you started.

Window

to Hope’s

History

As noted in the feature on pages 12-13 about the new VandePoel-Heeringa Stadium
Courts, tennis has a long history at Hope, and play has been hosted at a variety of sites
on-campus and neighboring. The above, east-facing, image shows the courts that stood
near College Avenue where Dimnent Memorial Chapel now towers (the row of trees at
right line the former 12th Street). The building behind the courts is Van Raalte Hall, a
classroom and administrative center that burned in April 1980. This photo is undated, but
campus development provides a 24-year window. Van Raalte was dedicated in September
1903, and the chapel’s cornerstone was placed in October 1927.

Alumni Association Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Lisa Bos ’97, President, Washington, D.C.
Thomas Kyros ’89, Vice President, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Anita Van Engen ’98 Bateman, Secretary, San Antonio, Texas
Board Members
Victoria Brunn ’84, Santa Monica, Calif.
Andrea Converse ’12, Lowell, Mich.
Holly Anderson ’90 DeYoung, Beaver Dam, Wis.
Lori Visscher ’83 Droppers, Maitland, Fla.
Brian Gibbs ’84, Bad Homburg, Germany
Thomas Henderson ’70, Dayton, Ohio
Todd Houtman ’90, Indianapolis, Ind.
Sa’eed Husaini ’13, Jos, Nigeria
Garry Kempker ’74, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Michael McCarthy ’85, Weston, Mass.
James McFarlin ’74, Decatur, Ill.
Leslie Schoon ’93 Monday, Kirkland, Wash.
Juan Carlos Muñoz ’00, Holland, Mich.
Nancy Clair ’78 Otterstrom, Bethel, Conn.
Samantha Rushton ’14, Warren, Mich.
Elias Sanchez ’78, Hinsdale, Ill.
David Stavenger ’65, Midland, Mich.
Janice Day ’87 Suhajda, Rochester Hills, Mich.
Arlene Arends ’64 Waldorf, Buena Vista, Colo.
Liaisons
Scott Travis ’06, Director of Alumni and Parent Relations
Beth Timmer ’00 Szczerowksi, Assistant Director of Alumni and Parent Relations
Learn more about the Alumni Association online

hope.edu/alumni

24

News
News From
From Hope
Hope College
College

Class Notes
Table of Contents
25 Class Notes: 1940s - 1970s
26 Class Notes: 1970s - 1990s
27

Class Notes: 1990s - 2010s

28 Class Notes: 2010s, Marriages
New Arrivals
29 Class Notes: New Arrivals, 		
Advanced Degrees, Deaths

Class Notes
News and information for class notes,
marriages, advanced degrees and deaths
are compiled for News from Hope College by
Julie Rawlings ’83 Huisingh. In addition
to featuring information provided directly
by alumni, this section includes news
compiled from a variety of public sources
and shared here to enhance its service
as a way of keeping the members of the
Hope family up to date about each other.
News should be mailed to: Alumni News;
Hope College Public Relations; 141 E.
12th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI
49422-9000. Internet users may send to
alumni@hope.edu or submit information via
myHope at hope.edu/alumni.
All submissions received by the
Public Relations Office by Tuesday,
July 10, have been included in this issue.
Because of the lead time required by
this publication’s production schedule,
submissions received after that date (with
the exception of obituary notices) have
been held for the next issue, the deadline
for which is Tuesday, Sept. 18.

40s
Robert Danhof ’47 of Holland,
Mich., and his wife celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary in June.

50s
Norman C. Gysbers ’54 of Columbia,
Mo., gave a keynote address at an
international symposium on career
counseling at Korea University, Seoul,
South Korea, on Saturday, May 19.
The fifth edition of his book (with
Pat Henderson), titled Developing &
Managing Your School Guidance & Counseling
Program, was published by the American
Counseling Association in 2012. He is
a Ph.D. curators’ professor, department
of educational, school, & counseling
psychology.
Richard Stadt ’59 and Yvonne
Douma ’63 Stadt of Gary, Ind.,
celebrated their 50-year anniversary in
June. Richard is a retired pastor. Yvonne
is a retired teacher.
Carl Ver Beek ’59 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., was named to the state Board of
Nursing Home Administrators Panel by

Jerry Redeker ’56 of Holland,
Mich., recently retired after 38
years playing tennis with the
Monday and Friday tennis group.
They began playing at the former
Prince Tennis Center (now MVP
Sports) and then at the DeWitt
Tennis Center. He has played
with Ekdal Buys ’62, Bill Lamb
’46, Paul Kleinheksel ’63, and John
Ruiter ’91, and so many more.
The group surprised him with a
trophy for his sportsmanship and
friendship. He is pictured with

Leslie Schoon ’93 Monday

Juan Carlos Muñoz ’00

During its May meeting, the
Hope College Alumni Association
Board of Directors appointed four
new members.
The board’s new members
are: Leslie Schoon ’93 Monday
of Kirkland, Wash.; Juan Carlos
Muñoz ’00 of Holland, Mich.;
Samantha Rushton ’14 of
Warren, Mich.; and David
Stavenger ’65 of Midland, Mich.
Andrea Converse ’12 of
Lowell, Mich., who was formerly

Samantha Rushton ’14

Senior Class Representative,
was appointed representative
of the most recent graduating
class. Sa’eed Husaini ’13 of Jos,
Nigeria, formerly Junior Class
Representative, was appointed
Senior Class Representative.
In addition, Tom Kyros ’89
of Grand Rapids, Mich., has been
elected vice president, succeeding
Michael McCarthy ’85 of Weston,
Mass., whose service on the board
is continuing. Lisa Bos ’97 of

Governor Rick Snyder. It is a four-year
term, concentrating on requirements for
those wanting to operate nursing homes
in the state. He is a lawyer with Varnum,
Riddering, Schmidt & Howlett LLP.

Pamela Reynolds ’68 VanderWeele
has completed two years as a literacy
specialist at Breadnut Hill Primary
School, St. Ann, Jamaica through the
U.S. Peace Corps.

60s

70s

Lee Ten Brink ’61 and Mildred
Schuiteman ’61 TenBrink celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in June.
David Needham ’62 of Clinton,
S.C., retired after 36 years of teaching
at the university and college level. He
continues to volunteer at a local hospice
and with his church, most recently being
selected as a lay delegate for an upcoming
conference of the United Methodist
Church. He is writing his memoirs,
including a chapter on his Hope years.

Lynn Davis ’71 Austin of Orland Park,
Ill., was a guest speaker at the Herrick
District Library of Holland, Mich., on
Tuesday, June 26. She has published 12
novels, and has won the Christy Award
for excellence in Christian fiction.
Bob Jamison ’71 of Melrose, Mass.,
was awarded an honorary graduate
degree from Harvard University on
Thursday, May 17, in recognition of
his research on chronic pain. He is a
professor at Harvard Medical School.
James Lamer ’72 of Zeeland, Mich.,
was inducted into the Zeeland Historical
Society Sports Hall of Fame on Friday,
June 8.
Charles Gossett ’73 of Sacramento,
Calif., has been appointed as the interim
provost and vice president for academic
affairs at California State University,
Sacramento, Calif., for the 2012-13
academic year. He previously served
as the dean of the college of social
sciences and interdisciplinary studies at
Sacramento State.
Anne Deckard ’73 Hiskes is the new
dean of Grand Valley State University’s
Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies.
John Schmidt ’73 of Zeeland, Mich.,
has retired from his pastor position at
Second Reformed Church of Zeeland
after 18 years.

Herb Dershem, Phil Staal, Jerry
Redeker, Paul Kleinheksel and
Dick Haworth, his Monday tennis
group.

David Stavenger ’65

Washington, D.C., is continuing
to serve as president, and Anita
Van Engen ’98Bateman of San
Antonio, Texas, is continuing as
secretary.
The board members who have
concluded their service to the board
are: Bob Bieri ’83 of Holland;
Carol Schakel ’68 Troost of Scotia,
N.Y.; Lois Tornga ’56 Veldman of
Lansing, Mich.; and Colton Wright
’11 of Tecumseh, Mich.
hope.edu/nfhc
Sherry VanderMeer ’73 Ten Clay
has been named interim associate dean
for instruction at the University of New
Mexico, Division of Continuing Education.
In addition to her regular duties, she will
focus on innovation in career pathways
toward degree completion. She currently
serves on the Central Workforce Executive
Board of Central New Mexico and chairs
its training provider committee. She also
serves as elder and council president in her
church.
Dick Van Dop ’73 of Marne, Mich.,
retired from the U.S. Navy Reserve in
June 2010, and graduated from Western
Theological Seminary in May 2011. He
is pastor at Harbor Chapel in Grandville,
Mich.
Robert Lamer ’74 of Zeeland, Mich.,
was inducted into the Zeeland Historical
Society Sports Hall of Fame on Friday,
June 8.
Jim McFarlin ’74 of Champaign, Ill.,
won the 2011 Robert Felter Memorial
Award from The Renal Network Inc.,
for “service, outreach and education”
to the renal community. The award
was given primarily for his blog “Just
Kidneying,” which chronicles his
journey from Stage IV kidney failure
through dialysis and a successful kidney
transplant on Nov. 18, 2011. In his role
as a member of Hope’s Alumni Board
of Directors, he was honored to present
the college’s Meritorious Service Award
to longtime director of public relations
Tom Renner ’67 during the Alumni
Banquet in April.
Kathy Karle ’75 Lievense of Traverse
City, Mich., is currently serving as the
development director at Inland Seas
Education Association in Suttons Bay, Mich.

June 2012
August
2012

25

Loraine Pschigoda ’59 of
Portage, Mich., was presented
with the Hope College Second
Century Presidents’ Award
at their annual dinner on
Thursday, June 28. She has
volunteered at JAARS (technical
support arm of Wycliffe Bible
Translators) in Waxhaw, N.C.,
for the past 17 years.
Nancy Bennett-Staal ’76 will be
teaching third grade at the American
School of Bombay in Mumbai, India.
Her husband will be the librarian at the
high school.
Gary Oster ’78 of Virginia Beach,
Va., is director of the Doctor of Strategic
Leadership Program and professor
of innovation and entrepreneurship
in the school of global leadership and
entrepreneurship at Regent University
in Virginia Beach, Va. His recently
published textbook is titled The Light Prize:
Perspectives on Christian Innovation.
Debra Bruininks ’79 Davidson is
working as a school psychologist with
the Department of Defense schools in
Grafenwoehr, Germany, where she
enjoys traveling and exploring the
continent with her family and friends
throughout the year.
Andres Fierro ’79 of Holland, Mich.,
has retired after 30 years of ministry and
service in the Holland area. For the past
27 years he was the pastor of Crossroad
Chapel.
Jeff Saunders ’79 of Lincoln, Mass.,
has joined Ember Therapeutics Inc.
as vice president, small molecule drug
discovery. He will be working on
therapies for metabolic diseases, including
Type 2 diabetes and obesity.
Peter Warnock ’79 of Columbia, Mo.,
was assistant director of the Northern

Jordan Project, doing archaeological
surveys in northern Jordan. The
survey team discovered two previously
undocumented archaeological sites,
including caves and rock-cut tombs.

80s
Jonathan Jellema ’81 and his family
recently moved from Newnan, Ga.,
outside Atlanta, back to the Charleston
area in South Carolina. Jonathan is
District Counsel for the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Charleston District.
Evan Boote ’83 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is now chief medical physicist
at Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids,
Mich. He is working as part of the
radiology department for all Spectrum
Health facilities.
Mary Dusseljee ’83 DePree of
Holland, Mich., was recognized as a
volunteer step-on guide for the Tulip
Time Festival for 34 years. She gives
tours of Holland including the historical
areas, parks, Hope College, tulip lanes
and much more.
David H. Myaard ’83 has completed
a year of service at the U.S. Embassy
in Kabul and rejoined his family to
packout from Frankfurt, Germany. After
spending the month of July on the shores
of Lake Michigan, they are off to his new
posting at the U.S. Embassy in Vienna,
Austria.
Linda Gnade ’84 Katz of Albany,
N.Y., is a nurse practitioner at the
endocrine group in Albany, specializing
in diabetes. She has also been an adjunct
professor at Sage Graduate School. She
has also become an Adirondack 46R,
climbing the highest 46 Adirondack peaks
in New York State. She was one of just
over 300 people to attain this goal in
2011.
Michael Johnson ’85 of Sammamish,
Wash., was granted tenure at the
University of Washington and will

become an associate professor in the fall.
He was also given the GM Nameplate
fellowship of $5,000/year.
Steve Majerle ’86 of Belmont, Mich., is
the new boys’ basketball coach at Grand
Rapids Christian.
Scott VanderStoep ’87 of Holland,
Mich., is the new dean for social sciences
at Hope College.
Larry Wagenaar ’87 of Ada, Mich.,
was appointed to the Michigan Historical
Commission by Governor Rick Snyder.
Larry is executive director of the
Historical Society of Michigan.
Tom Wight ’88 has been hired as
business process architect for the
information technology and services
team for Perrigo. He is working at
Perrigo’s Allegan, Mich., site, supporting
the customer service, sales and
distribution teams to improve Perrigo’s
order-to-cash processes.
Donna Berkey ’89 Lowry of Holland,
Mich., is the medical director with Ready
for School. She will also be coordinating
the Ready for School’s Healthy
Beginnings project.

90s
Lynn Massey ’90 Breyfogle of
Riverside, Pa., has been promoted to
the position of associate dean of arts
& sciences at Bucknell University in
Lewisburg, Pa.
Stephanie Brooks ’90 of Evanston,
Ill., has joined the Northeast Illinois
Council (NEIC) of The Boy Scouts of
America as associate development &
marketing director in Highland Park., Ill.
The NEIC supports more than 17,000
youth in Northeast Illinois.
Jennifer Baker ’91 of Sheffield, United
Kingdom, received British citizenship
and is working in the north of England
for City Hearts as the UK anti-trafficking
director and as part of the pastoral/
preaching team for Hope City Church.

Jane Nordstrom ’88
Eppard of Holland, Mich.,
is vice chair for the Family
Hope Foundation, which won
the 2012 Connection with
Community Award in May.
The Foundation is a volunteer
group that helps connect families
with children with special needs
with different resources, such
as family support, financial
assistance for therapies, and
connection with community
experts in West Michigan.
Besides Jane, Peg DeBow ’76
Beall, Kim Medema ’91 Koele
and Jamie Henson ’97 Rockhold
also sit on the board of directors.
She is pictured with Dr. Thomas
Haas, president of Grand Valley
State University.
Donna Stephenson ’91 Nance of
Oklahoma City, Okla., has been named
chief financial officer at Oklahoma City
University.
William Charles Crowley ’92 of Bay
Harbour Islands, Fla., taught a two-week
Graham Technique Intensive in Paris,
France, August 1-15. He is the artistic
director for Next Step Dance.

Enjoying the Hope Experience
Jack and Brenda Heath ’77 Vander Meulen have had Hope College in their will from the
onset of their marriage. “We are committed to tithing, including in our estate, and have
provided for our church and Hope College,” says Brenda.
Not only do Brenda and Jack support the college financially, they are actively involved
in the life of the college, especially student life. The Vander Meulens have hosted
international students in their home since 1999. Their close interaction with the Hope
College community brings them much joy. As Brenda says, “Interacting with Hope
students on a personal level gives us real insight into the vibrancy of the Hope experience.”

Jack and Brenda Heath ’77 Vander Meulen

Hope is grateful to all of the 700-plus members of the Dimnent Heritage Society for their
generosity in supporting the students and faculty of the college. For more than 30 years,
planned gifts from donors like Brenda and Jack have helped shape
the character of Hope College and its community.

For more information contact:
John A. Ruiter, J.D.
Dir. of Planned Giving
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Laura Jackson ’93 Sample of
Holland, Mich., has been promoted to
director of organizational development
for Michigan Blood.
Eric Foster ’95 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., was the keynote speaker at
Holland’s 12th annual Juneteenth
celebration on Saturday, June 16.
Kristin Underhill ’95 of Holland,
Mich., had work selected for the 84th
Regional Exhibition of the Muskegon
Museum of Art, a mixed-media piece
titled “Come Out Virginia.” The
annual juried show, which was open this
year to artists from around the state in
honor of the museum’s centennial and
long-standing commitment to Michigan
artists, ran from Thursday, May 31,
through Wednesday, Aug. 8. Kristin is
office manager for the department of art
and art history at Hope.
Jennifer Plummer ’96 of Galesburg,
Mich., is co-owner, linebacker, running
back and a leader of the West Michigan
Mayhem women’s football team.
Courtney Welton ’97
VanLonkhuyzen of Chicago, Ill.,
is a board member of the Eleanor
Foundation and has been awarded
Motorola Mobility’s Volunteer Award
for Leadership in Community. The
$5,000 award will support the Eleanor
Foundation in their mission: helping
working female heads-of-households
in Chicago with incomes of between
$10,000 and $40,000 to achieve and
maintain economic independence.
Todd Kolster ’98 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is the new athletic director at
Jenison High School.
Erik Manninen ’98 of Evans, Ga.,
received the 2011 Colonel Robert H.
Moser Award, which is given to one
Army general internist per year in
the rank of captain or major to honor
superior clinical practice.

00s
Susan Hinman ’00 of Bethesda, Md.,
has completed her two-year endodontic
residency at the Naval Postgraduate
Dental School in Bethesda, Md. She
graduated with a Master of Science
degree with a major in oral biology
from the Uniformed Services University
of the Health Sciences. At graduation
she received The International College

An outpouring of support
from the campus and Holland
communities helped create an
unforgettable surprise party
earlier this summer for sixyear-old Oliver Emerson, son
of Derek Emerson ’85 and
Mary Ann Permesang ’85 of
Holland, Mich.
Oliver was diagnosed with
stage-four Neuroblastoma, a
cancer coming out of the nervous
system, in August 2010, and
across the past two years has
experienced an extensive variety
of treatments and surgeries. He
was in remission in November
2011, but relapsed in January.

After undergoing an experimental
treatment he went back into
remission in May, and is currently
undergoing additional treatment.
To help him celebrate his
birthday on Friday, June 22, MakeA-Wish Michigan was treating him
to a shopping spree at Toys R Us in
Grand Rapids, Mich. The family’s
journey, in a chauffeured limousine,
took them through campus along
Fairbanks Avenue—where nearly
2,000 people, many holding signs
and balloons, greeted them with
cheers. The gathering, which the
family hadn’t known about beforehand, included Hope faculty and
staff, members of the community,
and the young participants in the
college’s soccer camp and some
1,400 high school students on
campus for a “Christ in Youth”
conference.
“We were excited and surprised
to see people all along the ‘parade’
route, but were simply stunned
when we saw nearly 2,000 people

of Dentists Award for Research,
third place, awarded annually to a
graduating resident who advanced the
science of dentistry by a significant
research contribution, and the The
Chief of the Navy Dental Corps
Award for Excellence, for those who
excelled as a military officer and health
care professional. She will now be
transitioning into a junior teaching
position in the endodontic department.
Jen Morris ’00 of Seattle, Wash.,
is taking a sabbatical to study
ethnomusicology, specifically the vocal
polyphony of Caucasus, Ga. She has
been teaching deaf and hard-of-hearing
children in Seattle for 11 years. She
currently directs an 11-member a
cappella ensemble that sings folk songs
from the many different regions of
Georgia, calling onefourfive.
Paul VanderLaan ’00 of Boston,

Mass., has accepted a faculty position
in the department of pathology at Beth
Israel Deaconess Medical Center and
Harvard Medical School.
Jared Redell ’01 of Rockford, Mich.,
is the new varsity boys’ basketball coach
at Northpointe Christian.
Amanda Kerkstra ’03 Williams of
Jenison, Mich., and her husband have
opened their fourth DQ restaurant in
West Michigan.
Kelly Vance ’05 Knecht of Ada,
Mich., has changed careers and is now
working for the YMCA of Greater
Grand Rapids as the corporate relations
membership director focusing on the
development, implementation and
sales of the Y’s corporate membership
program.
Sean Daenzer ’06 of Fort Wayne,
Ind., was called to be pastor of Trinity
and Peace Lutheran Churches in
Great Bend and Barney, N.D. He was
ordained into the Office of the Holy
Ministry in the Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod on Sunday, July 29.
Andrew Prout ’07 is pursuing a
career in subspecialty pediatrics and is
in residency training at the University
of Michigan (please see “Advanced
Degrees”).
Laura Solle ’07 of Chicago, Ill., is
teaching second grade at Timothy
Christian School in Elmhurst, Ill.
Lauren Eriks ’08 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., was awarded a graduate
fellowship in the fifth cohort of the Lilly
Graduate Fellows Program.
Claudia Klimkowski ’08 of Muncie,
Ind., is currently working as the student
teaching coordinator for Indiana’s
largest teaching college, Ball State
University Teachers College.
David Nyitray ’08 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is the associate director with
Ready for School.

Receive the Hope College
Sports Report by e-mail.
It’s FREE!

Catch All the Excitement
of Hope Sports by E-mail!
To subscribe go to
www.hope.edu/athletics

outside of the Van Andel Soccer
Stadium,” said Derek, who is
director of events and conferences
at Hope. “I’ve been asked many
times if I was surprised by the
event. While I was completely
unaware of anything until we were
in the midst of it, I’m not at all
surprised that Hope people did
this. Hope College is simply an
amazing place where God’s love
is evident in the people who call it
home.”
(Photos by and courtesy of Lara Parent
Photography.)
Abigail Prast ’08 will be starting
family practice residency in Mishawaka,
Ind., at St. Joseph Regional Medical
Center (please see “Advanced
Degrees”).
Matthew Wixson ’08 began
anesthesia residency at University
of Michigan Health Systems in July
(please see “Advanced Degrees”).
Sarah Lokers ’08 Wixson took
the Michigan state Bar exam in July
and subsequently joined the law firm
Secrest Wardle in Troy, Mich., as an
associate attorney upon completion
of the Bar (please see “Advanced
Degrees”).
Joshua Kinder ’09 of McHenry, Ill.,
received the Knowles Science Teaching
Fellowship. The fellowships are given
to high school mathematics and science
teachers. Joshua will receive $175,000
over the next five years as an incentive
to remain in the teaching field.

10s
Isaac Bush ’10 recently closed an
original production in New York City,
N.Y., titled FLASH FLASH BANG
BOOM for The Circle Theater of New
York which he co-wrote with two other
Hope alumni: Jocelyn Vammer
’08 and Sara Gosses ’10. He will
be attending the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art in the fall to receive his
masters in acting.
Maggie Blaich ’12 will be attending
graduate school at Indiana University’s
school of social work in the fall.
Christian Calyore ’12 of Naples, Fla.,
was named to the All-Region academic
team in track and field through the
Capital One Academic All-America
program.
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Marriages

Crissa Austin ’89 Boyink
and her husband, Michael, and
their two children, formerly and
time and again, from Holland,
Mich., are taking a neverending road trip. The Boyinks
decided to take a year and see
the country. When their time
was up, 34 states later, they
realized they weren’t finished.
They sold their home and their
furnishings and packed up
what they could in the RV and
are ready for year two. Their
travels may be followed at
boyinks4adventure.com
Kathren Cutshall ’12 is moving to the
Hague, Netherlands for an internship
with C Concept Design.
Katelyn Geisler ’12 will be teaching
fourth-sixth graders in the Discovery
Center (Resource Room) at Timothy
Christian School in Elmhurst, Ill.
Michael Parrish ’12 of Midland,
Mich., will be attending the University
of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry.
Sarah Prill ’12 will be teaching 11thgrade physics at Perspectives Leadership
Academy in Chicago, Ill.
Travis Rooke ’12 of Grandville,
Mich., won Start Garden’s public
endorsement and a $5,000 investment
by being the top winner of votes from
social media groups. His idea is Dirty
Water Beer, which is a “for-profit
Charity” that would sell craft beer to
raise money for water.org. The Start
Garden is the new venture capital
fund founded by Rick DeVos and
Pomegranate Studios.
Caitlin Roth ’12 is attending graduate
school at the Australian National
University in Canberra, Australian
Capital Territory. She will be working
on her Master of Public Health degree.
Matthew Rutter ’12 of Sylvania, Ohio,
will be serving with the Peace Corps
as a business advisor to help launch an
entrepreneurial incubator in Moldova.
Maria Solberg ’12 will be teaching
middle school language arts in Phoenix,
Ariz.
Chelsea Wiese ’12 of Rochester,
Mich., has been named an academic
All-American in the Division III at-large
category. She was also honored as the
outstanding NCAA Division III female
scholar in women’s swimming and
diving.
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Stephen Renae ’83 and Kristin
DeBoer, June 9, 2012, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.
Laura Meisch ’03 and Joel Hoekema,
May 26, 2012, Muskegon, Mich.
Benjamin Lindvall ’04 and Claudia
Gabel, June 2, 2012, New York, N.Y.
Nate Brandsen ’06 and Halley
Buchan, April 28, 2012.
James Grandstaff ’06 and Christy
Burrows, June 15, 2006.
Christopher Meeusen ’06 and Laura
Post, May 20, 2012, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Laura Solle ’07 and Bryan Shaw,
August 15, 2009.
Hillary Byker ’08 and Matthew
Schmidt ’08, Aug. 13, 2011, Zeeland,
Mich.
Allison Hawkins ’09 and Jon Andreas
VanDenend ’10, May 26, 2012.
Matthew Minkus ’09 and Meaghan
Igel ’11, May 26, 2012, Holland, Mich.
Kristen Beukers ’11 and Benjamin
Nyhoff, July 2, 2011, Zeeland, Mich.
Courtney Vellmure ’11 and Thomas
Hierlihy, June 22, 2012, Wyandotte,
Mich.

New Arrivals
Sharon Sikkenga ’91 and Jeffrey
Sikkenga, Raina Lillian, March 12,
2012.
Jillian Mulder ’92, Tyce Jack, Jan. 30,
2012.
Ward Holloway ’93 and Kate
Joostberns ’96 Holloway, Hudson Cooper,
May 8, 2012.

Scott Martin ’11 and his
wife, Denae, joined Youth
with a Mission’s five-month
Discipleship Training School in
Orlando, Fla. Scott graduated
in December and started the
new year with YWAM. The
first three months they focused
on missions and training. The
final two, they served alongside
long-term missionaries in several
countries in Southeast Asia.
They worked with street kids
and orphans and participated
Donna Rottier ’94 Johnson and
Karishna Johnson, Nyah Isabelle, Dec.
20, 2011.
Jonathan P. Van Wieren ’94 and
Staci Van Wieren, Andrew Joseph, March
21, 2012.
Kari Vandrese ’98 Zamora and Mark
Zamora, Elizabeth Marie, April 19, 2012.
Matthew Klein ’99 and Abbie Tanis
’01 Klein, Greta Elaine, April 26, 2012.
James Vanderhyde ’99 and Mariam
Mathew, Varghese James, July 2011.
Leigh Ann Schmidt ’00 Ellett and
Travis Ellett, Adalyn Grace, May 24,
2012.
Howard Fitzgerald ’00 and Jessica
Dore ’04, Johannah Ruth, May 1, 2012.
Heidi Huebner ’00 Wheeler and Josh
Wheeler ’00, Lucia Kathryn, June 18,
2012.
Christopher deAlvare ’01 and Kara
de Alvare, Elena Marie, May 11, 2012.
Jennifer Chelepis ’01 Novakoski and

in sports ministries. The Hope
Ultimate Frisbee team and
corporate sponsor Five Ultimate
sent 20 Frisbees with stickers and
arm bands for the kids.
hope.edu/nfhc
Joseph Novakoski, Ellery Jo, July 1, 2012
Lori Schilling ’01 Van Haitsma and
Jared VanHaitsma ’02, Zane Thomas,
May 31, 2012
Ian Fish ’02 and Candice Turner
Fish, Ensley Mae, May 7, 2012
Shannon Tucker ’02 Robinson and
Ben Robinson, Joel Jeffrey and Rebecca
Louise, March 26, 2012.
Erich Shoemaker ’02 and Sara Maile
’02 Shoemaker, Edwin James, May 22,
2012.
Hillary Stone ’03 DeBoer and Eric
DeBoer, Wyatt Stone, June 30, 2012
Shawn Gerbers ’03 and Ashley
O’Shaughnessey ’07 Gerbers, Alice Mary,
Nov. 11, 2011.
Laura Litteral ’03 Oprea and Joseph
Oprea, Isaac Joseph Gravilla, April 22,
2010, and Violet Jean, April 18, 2012.
Eric Terpstra ’03 and Ashley
Hutchinson ’03 Terpstra, Hazel Mae,
June 20, 2012.

School may be out...

but Hope is in!

Congratulations to our outstanding Hope College class of 2012!

Educating students for lives of leadership and service is the foundation
of Hope’s mission – and you make all the difference. Your annual
support of the Hope Fund helps students like these achieve their
academic dreams. Your gifts fund so many aspects of the Hope College
experience. Soon we’ll welcome a new class to campus – won’t you
join in and support them with a gift to the Hope Fund? Are you in?

The foundation for A Greater Hope

www.hope.edu/hopefund

Kristy VandenBerg ’03 Williamson
and David Williamson, Isabella Joy, April
30, 2012.
Eric Crew ’04 and Nicole Herbst ’05
Crew, Iain Eric, June 19, 2012.
Amanda DeYoung ’04 Hilldore and
Benjamin Hilldore ’04, Isaac, December
2011.
Becky Hinkle ’04 Pratt and Phil Pratt
’04, Eva Joy, May 25, 2012.
Kari Foust-Christensen ’05 and
Stephen Foust-Christensen ’07, Tyler
Frederick, May 6, 2012.
Jessica Nelson ’05 Maynard and
Lewis Maynard, Joseph Isaiah, Nov. 7,
2011.
Mary Miceli ’05 Potter and Hap
Potter, William James, Nov. 25, 2012.
Candice Chavez ’05 Siersma and
Jason Siersma, Annabelle Rae, June 7,
2012.
Erin Lokers ’06 Jeffries and David
Jeffries, Lydia Elizabeth, June 17, 2012.
Casey Preuninger ’06 and Phoebe
Booth ’06 Preuninger, Emmett Booth,
May 10, 2012.
Hillary Miedema ’07 Cash and Jason
Cash ’07, Karsten Watson, May 31, 2012.
Heather Vlietstra ’07 Dykhuis and
Joseph Dykhuis, Natalie Ann, May 12,
2012.
Holly Sneller ’07 Goodman and
Ryan Goodman, Cooper Michael, May
19, 2012.
Laura Solle ’07 and Bryan Shaw,
Max Casey, July 19, 2011.

The 800-meter record in men’s
track and field at Hope has been
improved upon three times since
it was first established in 1979
by Steve Hulst ’80 (1:53.00).
The record was first broken by
Kevin Cole ’88 in 1988 (1:52.40)
and again by Steve Rabuck ’01
in 2001 (1:51.86). That record
stood until this past spring when
it was broken by Joel Rietsema
’13 in 1:50.32. Mention of the
record in the June issue did not
provide the complete recordsetting sequence.

Kara Scheuerman ’08 Hallead and
Zachary Hallead, Jaina Carol, June 4,
2012.
Shannon Clement ’08 VanderWilp
and Dustin VanderWilp, Collin Richard
and Grayson Evan, March 3, 2012.

Advanced Degrees
Linda Gnade ’84 Katz, Master of
Science, family nurse practitoner, Sage
Graduate School.
Brenna Bosma-Krass ’03, M.S. Ed
in adult and higher education, Northern
Illinois University, May 11, 2012.
Brandon Mersman ’06, master’s in
public administration, Grand Valley State
University. April, 2012.
Andrew Prout ’07, M.D., Wayne
State University School of Medicine, May
2012.
Adam Brink ’08, Master of Social
Work, Grand Valley State University,
May 2012
Abigail Prast ’08, D.O., Kirksville
College of Osteopathic Medicine, May
2012.
Tiffany Thaler ’08, Doctor of
Physical Therapy, Arcadia University
(Glenside, Pa.)
Rachel Wendt ’08, Doctorate of
Chiropractic, National University of
Health Sciences, April 2012.
Matthew Wixson ’08, M.D.,
University of Michigan Medical School,
May 2012.
Sarah Lokers ’08 Wixson, J.D.,
Wayne State Law School, May 2012.
Julia Defoe ’09 DeVos, Juris Doctor
and a capital certificate in public law and
policy with an emphasis in legislative
process, University of the Pacific,
McGeorge School of Law, May 2012.
Nora Kuiper ’09, Master of
Public Health, University of Michigan
School of Public Health, department of
environmental health sciences, April 2012.
Christopher Sikkema ’09, master’s
degree in theological studies, Vanderbilt
University Divinity School, May 2012.

Deaths
The college is often privileged
to receive additional information in
celebration of the lives of members
of the Hope community who have
passed away. Please visit the expanded
obituaries we have made available
online if you wish to read more about
those whose loss is noted in this issue.
hope.edu/nfhc

More than 290 seniors
graduated with honors
in May. Please visit the
college’s website
for the list.

hope.edu/pr/pressreleases

Alfred Arwe ’51 of Bradenton,
Fla., died on Wednesday, May 16, 2012.
He was 84.
He served in the U.S. Army
Chemical Corps during the Korean War
and was assigned to the biological warfare
division.
He retired from his chiropractic
practice after nine years and then
went to the police academy and work
as a road patrol deputy sheriff and a
courthouse bailiff.
Survivors include his wife, Shirley
Arwe; and a daughter Susan Arwe ’81
(Evan) Roelofs.

HOMECOMING

Friday–Sunday, Oct. 12-14
Hope College has BIG plans
for Homecoming Weekend this
fall. Based on changing needs and
feedback from alumni, the Alumni
Association has updated the
reunion program. While all alumni
are invited to Homecoming, the
weekend will include new and
improved reunion events for more
people with more friends from
other class years.
There will be one event for the
classes of 2002-12, and one for the
Howard Ball ’51 of Pompton
Lakes, N.J., died on Saturday, June 2,
2012. He was 82.
He was an award-winning
community newspaperman for the
Suburban Trends newspaper.
Survivors include his five children,
Guy Ball, Mark Griffith, Diane (Grant)
Mone, Patricia Mitchell and Stephanie
Bassler; 11 grandchildren; 10 greatgrandchildren; and three great-great
grandchildren.
Fredrick Birdsall ’57 of Holland,
Mich., died on Saturday, June 9, 2012.
He was 82.
He served in the U.S. Army as a
courts and boards recorder.
Survivors include his wife, Sammie
Pas ’56 Birdsall; a son, Timothy Birdsall;
daughter and son-in-law, Sarah (Steve)
Greenway; two grandsons; brother,
David Birdsall; sister and brother-in-law,
Mary (Ray) Decker; sister and brotherin-law, Lois Mae (Paul) Oswald; brotherin-law, Jaime Quinones; and sister-inlaw, Polly Schnieder.
William Bloemendaal ’54 of
Holland, Mich., died on Wednesday,
May 30, 2012. He was 80.
He was a teacher in the West
Ottawa Schools for 39 years.
Survivors include his wife of 59
years, Audrey Bloemendaal; children,
William Bloemendaal ’75, Julie (Juan)
Mascorro, Jamie (Michele) Bloemendaal

The following 2012 graduates
recently received recognition for
achievement as student athletes
during the past school year.
David Krombeen ’12, Nate
King ’12 and Logan Neil ’12
were named to the Honors Court
of the National Association of
Basketball Coaches (NABC) for
academic achievement. Emily
Atsma ’12, Andrea McCarty
’12, Megan Scholten ’12 and
Lauren Zandstra ’12 were
named All-American Scholars
by the National Golf Coaches
Association.

classes of 1984-2001. Milestone
reunion years of 1987, 1992, 1997,
2002, 2007 and 2012 (a new zeroyear reunion!) will receive special
recognition at these events.
More information about
the weekend is available online.
Online registration is underway.
hope.edu/ homecoming
and Emily (Frank) Smiddy; seven
grandchildren; seven greatgrandchildren; sisters, Barbara Dickman,
Elizabeth Bloemendaal ’60 (John)
Walters, Mary (Ira) Ferguson; brother,
John (Jean Snow ’49) Bloemendaal ’64;
and sister-in-law, Keri Bloemendaal.
John “Stan” Christofferson ’79
of Greer, S.C., died on Friday, May 18,
2012. He was 54.
He owned the Great Bay Oyster
House.
Survivors include his wife, Diane
Lane ’78 Christofferson; daughter and
son-in-law, Katie and Shaun; son and
daughter-in-law, Alex and Kristin;
three grandchildren; mother, Jean
Christofferson; and brother, Scott
Christofferson.
Richard Clark ’62 of Ada, Mich.,
died on Saturday, May 19, 2012. He
was 72.
He was president of Shield
Insurance of Spartan Stores.
Survivors include his wife, Kay
Clarke; children, Kim Clarke, Christy
(Troy) Walker and Jeffrey (Jennifer)
Clarke; four grandchildren; and
brothers, James (Patricia) Clarke and
Robert (Susan) Clarke.
Myron “Mike” Denekas of
Saint Joseph, Mich., died on Friday,
May 25, 2012. He was 78.
He served in the United States
Army from 1957 to 1959, stationed in
Alaska.
He taught in the St. Joseph Public
Schools for 35 years.
Survivors include his wife, Marlene
Denekas; daughter, Lori Denekas ’83
(Charles) Betz; his three sons, Mark
(Heather) Denekas, Craig (Betsy Pelikan)
Denekas and Andrew (Francesann)
Denekas; and nine grandchildren.
Martin Holstege ’40 of Roseville,
Calif., died on Sunday, April 29, 2012.
He was 94.
He was a mathematics instructor
in various schools, but spent most of his
teaching career in Cerritos College in
Cerritos, Calif. While teaching, he coauthored five college mathematics books.
Survivors include his wife of 68
years, Gertrude Holstege; four children;
12 grandchildren; and 21 greatgrandchildren.

June 2012
August
2012
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Janet Young ’78 Kiel of Zeeland,
Mich., died on Friday, July 6, 2012. She
was 56.
She taught in the Hudsonville Public
Schools for 33 years.
Survivors include her husband,
Daniel Kiel ’77; daughters, Megan Kiel
and Katie Kiel ’07 (Joseph ’06) Pitcher;
one grandson; sister, Pam Lorenz; brother,
William Young; and her father and
mother-in-law, Wayne (Donna) Kiel ’63.
Victor Kleinheksel ’51 of Holland,
Mich., died on Friday, May 11, 2012. He
was 82.
He was the owner and operator of
Dykstra Funeral Home. He also played for
the American Legion Band for 60 years,
playing “Taps” at Holland’s Memorial
Day Service.
Survivors include his wife of 62
years, Dorothy Kleinheksel; children,
Conrad (Barb) Kleinheksel, Craig (Dar)
Kleinheksel and Julie (Brian) Weeldreyer;
grandchildren, Chad (Nikki) Kleinheksel,
Charlie (Abby Timmer ’04) Kleinheksel
’03, Chip (Elizabeth Gibson’06)
Kleinheksel ’06, Cari Kleinheksel ’04
(Brendan) Lyons, Katie Kleinheksel,
Cort (Maggie) Kleinheksel, Stephanie
Cotter ’10, Ryan Cotter ’11, Nathan
Weeldreyer and Matthew Weeldreyer;
five great-grandchildren; brother, Randall
(Sheryl) Kleinheksel; sister-in-law, Eleanor
Kleinheksel; and brother-in-law, Bob
(Karen) Boss.
Paul Kleis ’48 of Kalamazoo,
Mich., died on Tuesday, June 26, 2012.
He was 85.
He was a veteran in the U.S. Navy
during World War II and the Korean
War.
He worked for Swift and Company
and the Saga Corporation for 35 years.
He was preceded in death by his
brother, John Kleis ’44; sister-in-law,
Helen Kleis; and brother-in-law, Roy
Berry.
Survivors include his wife, Lois
Rameau ’50 Kleis; children, Tim (Judy)
Kleis, Mark Kleis, Rebecca (John)
Wruble, Julie (Keith) Bramer and Thomas
(Michelle) Kleis; five grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren; siblings, Myra Kleis
’45 Berry, Carl Kleis ’54 and Glennyce
Kleis ’56 (Ivan) Moerman; and several
nieces and nephews.
Norma Lemmer ’44 Koeppe of
Stillwater, Okla., died on Saturday, June
30, 2012. She was 89.
She was an elementary school teacher
and later a bookkeeper for Murphy’s
Department Store.
She was preceded in death by her
parents; her brother, Richard Lemmer;
and her husband of 62 years, Roger
Koeppe ’44.
Survivors include her five children,
Roger (Jessie) Koeppe, Mary Koeppe
’75 (Robert ’75) Luidens, Sarah Koeppe
’77 (David) Huddleston, Edwin (Donna)
Koeppe and Peter (Jane Boyd) Koeppe
’82; 11 grandchildren, including Karen
Luidens ’09 (Stelios ’08) Alvarez and Julia
Koeppe ’01; seven great-grandchildren;
three sister-in-laws; and one brother-inlaw.
Peter Kraak ’50 of Wilmington,
Del., died on Sunday, May 13, 2012. He
was 83.
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He served in the U.S. Army from
1961 to 1981. He served two tours of duty
in Vietnam, receiving a Bronze Star and a
Purple Heart.
He served as an Indiana State Police
chaplain for 11 years and then was a
chaplain at the Wilmington VA Medical
Center.
Survivors include his wife of 62
years, Eleanor Kraak; daughter, Deborah
(David); son, Daniel (Wendy); one grandson;
sister, Beverly; and brother, David.
Elsie Parsons ’46 Lamb of
Holland, Mich., died on Wednesday, May
30, 2012. She was 88.
She helped form the Community
Action House and Hope Church Day
Care Center.
She was preceded in death by her
son, Larry Lamb.
Survivors include her husband of 63
years, Lawrence “Bill” Lamb ’46; sons,
Ross (Leesa) Lamb ’77 and Fred (Denise)
Lamb; six grandchildren; two greatgrandchildren; and brother-in-law and
sister-in-law, Jack (Lois) Lamb.
Kathleen Geary ’86 Millius of
Geneva, Ill., died on Wednesday, May 23,
2012. She was 48.
She worked in West Michigan,
Tucson, Ariz., and Chicago, Ill., suburbs
in supply chain management.
She was preceded in death by her
brother, Michael; and three grandparents.
Survivors include her husband, Mike
Millius; sister, Amanda Geary; sister and
brother-in-law, Trish (John) Clark; mother,
Renie Geary; and father and stepmother,
Dennis (Ronni) Geary.
Barbara Michalak ’71 Murphy
of Lakeland, Fla., died on Wednesday,
May 2, 2012. She was 62.
She was active in United Methodist
choir.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Denny Murphy; her father,
Thaduis Michalak; and brother, David
Michalak.
Survivors include her mother,
Rosalyn (Carl) Bankovich; and her sister,
Judith (George) Gagliardi.
Richard “Dick” Norgrove ’51 of
Caledonia, Mich., died on Tuesday, June
5, 2012. He was 86.
He served in the U.S. Army Air Force
during World War II.
He was a teacher at Wyoming Rogers
high school for more than 26 years and a
boy’s baseball coach for more than 20 of
those years.
He was preceded in death by his wife,
Barbara Norgrove; his parents, Pearl and
Arthur Norgrove; and a brother, Wallace
Norgrove ’50.
Survivors include his children, Daniel
Norgrove, Sally Norgrove ’82 (David ’80)
Stevens and Nancy Norgrove ’83 (John)
VanEenenaam; six grandchildren; one
great granddaughter; and a brother, Jim
Norgrove.
Bernard Ridder ’63 of
Washington, N.J., died on Saturday, May
26, 2012. He was 81.
He owned and operated the
Washington House Pub and Restaurant
with his two sons.
Survivors include his wife, Mary
Ellen Ridder; his former wife, Friederike;

their five children, Jerry, Frieda, Harvey,
Philip and Martin and their spouses; six
grandchildren; and four siblings.
Michael Ringelberg ’77 of
Sparta, Mich., died on Tuesday, May 15,
2012. He was 57.
He was a regional manager for
United Water.
Survivors include his wife, Marie
Ringelberg; daughter, Lani Ringelberg;
sons, Mike and Shawn Ringelberg; one
grandson; mother, Nancy Ringelberg;
and sister, Julia.
Melvin Shy ’57 of Tehachapi,
Calif., died on Tuesday, March 13, 2012.
He was 77.
He owned and operated Sign of
the Fish Bookstores in Lancaster and
Palmdale.
He was preceded in death by his
sister, Edith; and his youngest son,
Douglas.
Survivors include his brother, Ed,
and sister, Ruth, and their families;
his wife of 55 years, Dorothy Houser
’58 Shy; three children, David (Karen)
Wolfe; Dan (Karla) Shy and Deborah
Shy ’85 (Paul) Petredes; and six
grandchildren.
Edwin “Bud” VanDeWege ’51
of Ann Arbor, Mich., died on Monday,
July 2, 2012. He was 83.
He led the MIAA Conference in
basketball scoring as a freshman at Hope
in 1948. He owned Moe’s and Bud Sport
Shops in Ann Arbor for 39 years.
Survivors include his wife, Helene
VanDeWege; his three children,
Shelley (Daryl) Barsoom, Len (Arlene)
VanDeWege and Bud (Kathy)

VanDeWege Jr.; 10 grandchildren; and
one great-grandchild.
Marlene Hartgerink ’58
Veldheer of Holland, Mich., died on
Thursday, June 7, 2012. She was 75.
She was a teacher with the Grandville
Public Schools for many years.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, brothers- and sisters-in-law, Donald
(Francis) Veldheer, Esther Veldheer, Russell
Veldheer, Randy Marlink, Wayne Veldheer
and Roger Bartels.
Survivors include her husband of
54 years, Elmer Veldheer ’61; daughter,
Kristine Veldheer ’84 and Jennifer
Carlson; a grandson; brothers- and
sisters-in-law, Vernin Veldheer, Larry
(Wilma) Veldheer, Lillian Veldheer, Ruth
Marlink, Esther Veldheer, Glenn (Marcia)
Veldheer, June Veldheer ’62 (Jack ’61)
Millard, and Kay (George) VanderKooi;
and many nieces and nephews.
Word has been received of the death
of Julia Voss ’43 Wall of Rushville, Ill.,
who died on Sunday, April 8, 2012. She
was 91.
Survivors include her sister, Lucille
Voss ’46 VanDyke.
Betty Venhuizen ’49 Weber of
Holland, Mich., died on Thursday, June
14, 2012. She was 87.
She was an elementary school teacher
for 24 years.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Lawrence Weber ’51.
Survivors include her children, Mary
(Chuck) Duell, Ruth Bitterman, George
(Diane) Weber; seven grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren; and sister,
Adrianna (Leon) Scholten.

A Closing Look

Gridiron

Echoes

This is how traditions begin. Friends and enthusiasts, some with training others simply
willing to learn, gather in common cause to try something new. Soon a hobby becomes a
club and then a storied sport. First organized in the 1890s and formalized in 1909, Hope
football today is not only in autumn but as much a sign of the season as multi-hued trees
and apple cider. Today the Flying Dutchmen practice at Buys Athletic Fields and play at
Holland Municipal Stadium, for the first time this year on artificial turf, a state-of-the-art
of which these circa-1900 forebears could scarce have imagined. The rest, though—the
heart and fellowship, the lessons of dedication and team, the pride of representing home,
the enduring memories—would seem familiar.

June 2012
August
2012

31

Hope College
141 E. 12th St.
Holland, MI 49423

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Hope College

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Homecoming
October 12-14, 2012
Visit campus for a BIG
weekend of events at
Homecoming this year.
• Experience Hope’s Championship
Athletics first hand with home
volleyball, soccer and football games.
• Friday night’s Young Alumni and
Not-Quite-As-Young Alumni
Reunions will be a new twist on
the college reunion! Join members of
your class and alumni from the classes
around you at these fun events.
• Celebrate at Fall Fling, a Saturday
afternoon BBQ in the Pine Grove.
Building on the tradition of the
Homecoming Tailgate, this event will
be a great time for alumni and families
of all ages!
• Finish the weekend on Sunday in the
stained glass light of Dimnent Chapel
at the Homecoming Worship
Service.

View the schedule, see who’s
coming and register online.

Hope

Homecoming 2012

www.hope.edu/
homecoming

